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Baptists, Catholics 


Feud Over Religion 


AUSTIN 

Catholic reaction has set in 
against the Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas resolution warn- 
ing Baptists to be skeptical of vot- 
ing for Catholics for public office. 

The Baptists’ resolution, noted 
in the last issue of the Observer, 
flowed from a recommendation of 
the Corpus Christi convention's 
Christian Life Commission. The 
convention approved this resolu- 
tion on the subject of Catholics 
in public life: 

“No person's religious affilia- 
tion per se should rule out his 
candidacy. Theoretically, a Ro- 
man Catholic has as much right 
to be elected to public office as 
anyone else. Practically, it must 
be remembered that the Catholic 
Church rejects as a ‘shibboleth 
of doctrinnaire secularism’ the 
American doctrine of separation 
of church and state. There is a 
practical question as to whether 
a Catholic- office holder would be 
able to resist the pressures of 
clericalism .. . in view of the fact 
that the Roman Church is both a 
religion and an ambitious political 
system aspiring to be a state, we 
recommend that our people bear 
these facts in mind when they are 
asked to vote for a Catholic offi- 
cial.” 

In Edinburg Sunday, 450 men 
representing 100 Catholic organ- 
izations in the Diocese of Corpus 
Christi resolved that the ap- 





proaching presidential campaign 
“brings to light a trend which is 
most un-American and_ bigoted 
and calls into question the loy- 


country.” 

The Catholic assembly, the res- 
olution said, “affirms in the teeth 
of falsehood and bigotry its clear 
and unequivocal position support- 
ing separation of church and state 
as repeatedly stated by Catholic 
leaders.” Opposing Catholics be- 
cause they are Catholics violates 
this principle by applying a reli- 
gious test to public officeholders, 
said the resolution. 

The delegates asked that their 
fellow citizens “permit the 35 mil- 
lion Catholic citizens in this coun- 
try to participate in public af- 
fairs without religious discrimina- 
tion.” 

Sen. Henry Gonzalez of San An- 
tonio, a Catholic, asked to com- 
ment on the Baptists’ resolution, 
read it and said, “Wow.” 

No matter how it was worded, 
Gonzalez said, ‘the fact remains 
that it’s still a prejudicial relig- 
ious statement.” 

He said some of his bitterest op- 
ponents have been leading Catho- 
lic laymen. 

“The thinking Catholic is just 
as leery of a priest overstepping 
his bounds as anyone else. It’s an 
ingrained American tradition that 
we breathe as freely as anybody 
else,” Gonzalez said. 





Lyndon Slammed Hard 
By Liberal ADA Group 


AUSTIN 


Americans for Democratic 
Action are the most liberal 
influential group in_ the 
United States. On civil rights 
they are as liberal as the 
NAACP; on labor unions 
they are as stout as AFL- 
CIO itself; on consumers’ in- 
terests they are evidently 
more liberal than the con- 
sumers, themselves. ADA has 
great influence at Democratic na- 
tional conventions—a fact which 
has infuriated Southern politi- 
cians and which works its way 
into the political rhetoric of such 
Texas political lights as Allan 
Shivers, the “ADA -CIO-PAC” 
nemesis. ADA’s evaluation of 
Texans in the 1959 Congress there- 
fore, amounts to something; its 
bitter denunciation of ‘Messrs. 
Johnson and Rayburn” foretells 
an all-out fight between militant 
liberals and others in the Demo- 
cratic Party of which the 1960 
Los Angeles convention will be 
the culminating event. 

ADA down-graded Sen. John- 
son to a 58 percent liberal voting 
record, compared to 77 percent 
liberal for Sen. Yarborough and 
100 percent for the three other 
senators who are among the Dem- 
ocratic presidential candidates, 
Kennedy, Symington, and 
Humphrey. But portending even 
rougher going for Johnson in his 
liberal party is ADA’s extended 
specification of the charge that 
Johnson and Rayburn were guilty 
of “surrendering to the Presi- 
dent.” 





Of just as much interest to 
Texas voters is the fact that ADA 
rated the 21 voting Texas con- 
gressmen as more conservative 
than liberal by a margin of 107 to 
77, in the 1959 Congress. 

On the House side, ADA found 
the Texas congressmen voting 


overwhelmingly “contrary to lib- | 


eral policies” on admitting Ha- | 
waii to the union, the “states’ 
rights” anti-preemption bill, the 


Supreme Court Mallory decision, 
and the key House vote choosing 
between a_ union-restricting bill 
(Landrum-Griffin) and one which 
was more acceptable to pro-union 
people. 

House members from Texas 
were overwhelmingly liberal on 
TVA and establishing a permis- 
sive food stamp program for over- 
seas food surplus disposal. 

Johnson had a 7-5 liberal record 
for the session on ADA'’s score- 
card. Yarborough was liberal by 
ten votes to three. 

ADA said Johnson and Yar- 
borough both cast two _ illiberal 
votes against reforming the Sen- 
ate’s filibuster rules; both voted 
illiberally, ADA said, on the 
Douglas proposal to reduce, on a 
graduated scale, the oil and gas 
depletion allowance. 

Johnsen voted against, and Yar- 
borough for, the Clark amendment 
to increase urban renewal from 
$350 million to $450 million a year; 
Johnson voted against, and Yar- 
borough for, considering a bill to 
strike the student loyalty oath re- 
quirement of the National De- 

(Continued on Page 3) 


(Last of the Observer's series | 
on the economics of power in 
Texas.—Ed.) 

AUSTIN 





| ment-in-Austin, electric pow- 
alty of Catholic citizens to our| er companies have influence 


In the folklore of govern- 





| second only to major oil com- 
panies. | 
The very conservative voting 
record of legislators from the Rio | 
Grande Valley is explained by a| 
lobbyist on the’ grounds that | 
“those boys aren't going to buck | 
Central Power and Light.” A re-| 
cent expensive campaign for the} 
key position of Speaker of the | 
House was financed in part, ac: | 
cording to the folklore, by certain 
gas transmission companies and 
| West Texas Utilities Company. 
The veteran power company rep- | 
resentative, Jack Harris, is point- | 
| ed to as one of Austin’s more 
| potent lobbyists, finishing behind 
Ed Clark and Mid-Continent Oil's | 
Andrew Howsley, but ahead of | 
such worthies as the truckers’ | 
Jim Taylor and TMA’s Ed Burris. | 
Harris, himself, would be the 
first to deny such honors. “T| 
don’t lobby, I just give ’em the | 
facts,” is the way he defined his | 
legislative activities for an Ob-! 
server reporter before the 56th | 
| legislature convened. 








turn to the public is increasingly 
political 


ness is somewhat outside 
bounds of normal competitive 
enterprise; the principal threat to 
the private utilities is public) 
power rather than rival utility | 
companies. As a result, utilities | 
have increasingly become identi- | 
fied in the public mind with full | 
page ads extolling free enterprise | 
(particularly “tax-paying” free | 
ernment intervention” in the! 
power business, a ie a 





|frankly regarded by the power 


| companies as “socialistic.” 


] 


Perhaps the best example, 
|microcosm, of this propaganda | 
war of public vs. private power | 
and some of the arguments used | 
was a recent imbroglio involving | 
the West Texas Chamber of Com- | 
merce, various electric coopera- | 
tives, a San Antonio advertising 
agency, and the sensitive issue of | 
what a magazine should or should | 
not carry in its advertising col-| 
umns. 

On June 3 of this year, Jim | 
Wiggins of the San Antonio ad- 
vertising agency of Fraser, Wig- 
gins, Collins & Steckly attempted 
to place a six-month ad schedule 
in the West Texas Chamber of 
Commerce magazine, “West Texas 
Today,” on behalf of rural elec- 
tric cooperatives. The ads were 
rejected. Some co-op members 
charged that the Chamber's board 
is dominated by utility company 
executives. 

As explained by the West Texas 
Chamber's executive vice-presi- 
dent, Fred Husbands, “upon ex- 
amination of the content of these 
ads, it appeared to me that we 
were confronted with the ques- 
tion as to the propriety of pub- 
lication in our ‘house organ’ of 
advertising where the content was 
of a political or economic philoso- 








The face the electric companies | 4l¢ agitation among 


enterprise) as opposed to “gov-| _ 


phy in conflict—at least in some 
measure—with the politics of this 
organization.” 

In a statement made 
Husbands contir 
absence of any pr 
question, the 
sented for consider 
directors at a meetir 
on June 30. After 
and thorough discu 
tion was submitted 


ops, 


matter 


with two dissenting 

lows: ‘Resolved th 

Texas Chamber 

should not accept ar 

for its monthly ma Ww 
Texas Today, 
of the 
the policies of the 


where 


advertising 


A spokesman for t 
the Observer 
senting 
newspaper editors 
ber’s board of direct 

Continued Husba: 
cies which would apr 
to this 
REA 
favor of economy 
a reduction in fede 
and equality of tax 
tween business ent 
like character.” 


The turndown ca 


that 


votes car 


situation 
advertising 


co-ops, and through 


in nature rather than| ising agency they 
economic. Because of the nature | inquiries. Husband 


of electric power, the utility busi- | 
the | his own answers in behalf of the 


questions raised by W 


West Texas Chambe! 
Wiggins: “We wv 
know why this a 
turned down.” 
Husbands: 
the answer to this 
Wiggins: “Did 3 
terial objectionable 
Husbands: “I thir 


“IT hav | Ve 





Ad Controversy 
Helped: Cobb 


James R 
manager of 
Co-operatives, 
“West Texas Tod 
Texas Chambe! 
magazine, has 
down or take 
ments but that 
of the co-op ads 
the adjacent stor) 
instead of lettir 
decide, they ado; 
that “It’s not 
people to read 
stuff.” 

Cobb also 
reason for the 
given by Fred H 
ecutive vice-pres 
West Texas Chamt 
gave reasons that 
didn't believe in < 
said. “After all, tt the 
UP, and quite a few othe: 
co-ops—so they are hitting 
some of their busin that 
operate on a co-op [ 


( 
— 
A 


ex 


But, conclude 
“Frankly, more people read 
the ads as a result of the con- 
troversy than would have 


with publication 
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Public Power Fight 


adopted by our board ian- 
wers this question.” 
Wiggins: “Did you feel that it 
was inimical to the best interest 
f your membership?” 
Husbands: “I am sure that oul 


irectors took their action on the 
basis of what they believed to be 
in the best interest of our mem- 


bership.” 


Wiggins: “If the copy is the ob- 
jectionable part, we would like to 
know if there are any revisions 
which could be made that would 
atisfy your editoriai policy In 


hort, what must we do to quality 


for space in your magazine fo: 


t} 


s account as for others we rep- 
resent?” : 
Husbands: “The only answer I 

can make to this question is that, 
the content of advertising would 
not be found objectionable if it 
omits any presentation of politi- 
cal or economic philosophy con- 
trary to our policies. To be 
cific in citing one instance, adver- 


spe- 


tising which relates entirely to 
the sale of a product or a service 
would encounter no_ objection 
from or conflict with our poli- 
cies.” 

After recounting these qucs- 


tions and answers, Husbands then 
took the members of the co-ops t 
task for their published reactions 
to the ad rejection, printed 
marks which Husbands described 
as “a smear of the worst kind, 
. Irresponsible.” He quoted 
a Texas Electric 
tive Newsletter which 
must come to the 
clusion that the commercial util- 
ity company members of the 
board of directors vetoed these 
ads ts 

Responded Husbands, “A hasty 
conclusion of this kind does more 
harm to your cause than you can 
repair. To instinctively label 
those who dissent from your phi- 
losophy as being subservient to 
your competitors is to ignore the 
is to’ question the motives 
and conscience of free thinking 
independent minded men, and is 
to blind yourself to opinion which 
you should respect for its merit 
whether you disagree or not." 

As if to underscore the reason- 
ing of the board, Husbands passed 
along individual opinions of vari- 


re- 


and 
Coopera- 
said, “We 


obvious con- 


from 


facts, 


ous directors concerning co-ops 
Among them: “All cooperatives 
are socialistic’; “Their national 


organization advocates bigger fed- 
power expenditures”; “Co- 
cperatives are run by Washington 


eral 


do not pay taxes on the same 
basis as their competitors are 
subsidized by taxpayers and 


constantly seek to serve non-farm 
“Cooperatives 
they are not socialistic but they 
Support the operation and expan- 
sion of the TVA, a completely so- 
operation”; and, finally 
cooperatives trying to 


operators”; say 


Cialistic 


“The are 


; involve us in a controversy.” 


Husbands's parting word to the 
co-ops: “If you find that we dif- 


| fer with you on views in this situ- 
| ation, please do not ascribe to us 


that we are victims of the ‘Big 
Lie’ techniques which your na- 
tional organization is so prone to 
use in opposition to any who 
question any part of your opera- 
tions.” 

This “West Texas incident’ is 
recounted here not only because 

(Continued on Page 2) 

















Public Versus Private Power in Texas 


(Continued from Page 1) 


| Tennessee. The average monthly| the co-ops are backing Tom Reav- 


it is timely—dark accusations arc} bill for 100 kilowatt hours in this | ley 


| 
still being hurled—but because in 


| 
the rhetoric employed by both} 


sides and in the emotional heat} 
“uencrated, it is typical of the ecn-| 
vironment in which the power 


question is debated in Texas to- 


day 


2 


Private power in Texas is rep- 


resented by the following com- | 
panies 

Texas Utilitics Company, a! 
holding company, with its sub- | 
sidiarics, Texas Electric Service} 


of Fort Worth, Texas Power and 
Light of Dallas, and Dallas Power | 
and Light; the Central and South 
West Corporation, a holding com- 
pany, with its subsidiarics, West | 
Texas Utilitics Company of Abi-| 
iene, Central Power and Light of 
Corpus Christi, and Southwestern | 
Electric Power of Shreveport; | 
Gulf States Utilities Corp. of} 
Beaumont; Houston Lighting and | 
Power; and, serving small towns} 
in the state, Community Public | 
Service Company of Fort Worth. | 

The connections of these com-| 
panies are complex and difficult 
to trace. But however complex, | 
they are simple beside the ques- | 
tion of utility rates and rate 
making 

The subject is treated in a 1948 | 
master’s thesis at the University | 
of Texas by Charles Crosson, en-| 
titled “A Comparison of Rates of | 
Selected Public and Private Elec- | 
tric Utilities of Texas.” 


Says Crosson: “In the dreary | 
(depression) days of business col-| 
lapse, the electric utilities did not 
escape; and furthermore, the elec- | 
tric utility debacle had about it a_ 
bad odor of deception since many | 
great holding companies had dis-| 
integrated from internal rot leav- 
ing thousands of their investors | 
in financial ruin. The most out-| 
standing of these failures was, of | 
course, the Samuel Insull empire. | 
As a consequence, the public came 
to view electric utilities and their 
rates with high suspicion.” 

Crosson found a direct relation- 
ship between utility rates and 
government power projects. After 
touching on the fierce legal bat- 





tle power companies waged to 
have TVA declared unconstitu- | 
tional, he continues, “However, ; 


even before their defeat in the 
courts, private utilities began re- 
ducing rates to meet, or to rpre- 
vent, TVA rate competition . 
For example, from 1924-32, six 
private utilities in the TVA area 
reduced their rates 9.86 per cent 
per 100 kilowatt hours. But after 
TVA, between 1932-40, they re- 
duced their rates 33.40 per cent 
per 100 kilowatt hours.” 

Concludes Crosson, “Conse- 
quently, it is obvious that TVA 
competition and the threat of 
TVA competition was directly in- 
strumental in securing the decline 
of rates in the Tennessee Valley.” 

In the area of utility rates, costs 
go dewn markedly as use in- 
creases. The degree among private 
companies has varied, sometimes 
in some relationship to the pres. 
ence or absence of public power 
im the area of a given private util- 
ity. 

Thus, during the period 1935-46, 
rates across the country went 
down—they went down most in 








Johnson on the Road 
AUSTIN 

Closing the current edition 
early, the Observer went on 
the road this week to see and 
hear Sen. Lyndon Johnson in 
his campaign speaking tours 
across the state. Readers may 
expect a full report next issue. 
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| public and private utility 


period declined in the US., ac- 
cording to Crosson’'s figures, from | 
$4.67 to $3.85 

The Texas average declined 
from $5.04 to $3.94. In Tennessee, | 


ithe average fell from $4.18 to 
! 


$2.56, the latter figure represent- 
ing the lowest rate in the nation. | 
Next to Tennessee was the state 
of Washington, another area of 
power concentration, 


public 


| where the average was $2.66, one- 


third below the U.S 

Something akin to 
developed in Texas 
and summer in the 
Central Power and 
pany and 


average 
this pattern 
last spring 
case of the | 
Light Com-| 
South Texas} 
electric c operatives. The power 
company, which generates and) 
sells electricity to the coopera- 
tives, announced plans for a rate 
Shortly thereafter, the | 
co-ops obtained approval for a 
federal loan to build their own | 
generator. Central Power and} 
Light reacted in two ways: (1) Its! 
president dispatched a wire to Ei- 
senhower deploring governmental | 
interference with private enter- | 
prise; (2) the company advised | 
the co-operatives it was not rais- 
ing its rates after all 

The incident was greeted with | 
high hilarity among the co-op) 
managers. 

In almost no other area of the) 
American economy is there such | 
mutual—and emotional—suspicion | 
and distrust as there is between} 
con- | 
cerns. This spills over into poli-| 
tics. In the approaching attorney | 
general's race, for example, (if| 
the incumbent runs for governor), 
it is common knowledge in Austin | 
that the private utilities are lined | 
up behind Waggoner Carr and) 


various 


increase 


3 


Regulation of private utilities 
by state commissions (all states 
except Texas and lowa have state 
utility agencies) has tended to be- 
come less effective with the pass- 
ing years. Complicated court in- 
terpretations have been the prin- 
cipal reason for this development. 
The parallel here with the his- 
tory of anti-trust prosecutions is 


| unmistakable. 


In an exhaustive 1954 doctoral 
thesis at the University of Texas, 
Maurice J. Erickson explored this 
area in his dissertation entitled 
“Impact of the Courts on the 
Practices of the Public Utility 
Commissions.” 

Briefly summarized, his conclu- 
sions are these: 

“The outstanding feature of the 
history of public utility regula- 
tion has been the unceasing con- 
flict over what should be a rea- 
sonable earnings standard. For al- 


| most 50 years, the U. S. Supreme 


Court assumed the role of final 
arbitrator in deciding what that 
standard should be. It also as- 
sumed an additional role when it 


| asserted that its function was to 


determine the standard, not only 
as a matter of law but as a mat- 
ter of fact in the Ben Avon case 
of 1920. When it abandoned its 
two-fold role in the Hope decision 
of 1944, the scene of the conflict 
over appropriate earnings stand- 
ards shifted to the state courts. 
Many of the concepts concerning 
valuation which the Supreme 
Court evolved and forced upon 
the states through judicial review 
remain embodied in the statutes 
of the states either explicitly or 
implicity. 





| 





“The unfortunate aspect of the 
court's role, as repeated time and 
time again, was a failure to evolve 
a workable standard of rate mak- 
ing, a factor which contributed 
to the almost complete breakdown 
of the regulatory process. The 
court, in the first case involving 
the state’s power to regulate pub- 
lic utility rates, laid down the 
fundamental principle that rate 
control was a legislative matter 
and not reviewable by the courts. | 
Later, however, it shifted its posi- | 
tion, holding that the “power to | 
regulate was not the power to de- | 
stroy,” and suggested that rates} 
might be set so low as to be in- 
compatible with the 14th Amend- | 
ment to the federal Constitution. | 
This pronouncement by the court | 
required a definition of the stand- | 
ard by which the reasonableness | 
of rates fixed could be ascer-| 
tained. Such a standard was pre- | 
sented in Smyth vs. Ames when/! 
the court declared that a reason- | 
able rate was one which afforded 
‘a fair return on the fair value’ 
of the properties used and useful | 
in the public service. ‘Fair value’ 
came to mean a judgment figure | 
derived from giving weight to 
both original and _ reproduction 
cost as the circumstance of the 
case seemed to warrant. 

“Unfortunately, what seemed to 
be a reasonable and common sense | 





solution to the conflicting inter- | 
ests of the consumers and owners 
of the public utility service be- 
came an insurmountable barrier | 
to the development of effective 
regulation. The standard was too 
indefinite and too cumbersome in 
its practical application. The) 
weight to be given original cost, 
reproduction cost, and other rele- 
vant matters in a world of chang- | 
ing prices could not be known | 





Disaster in Ship 


* The business prospect dark- | 

ened for the Texas State and | 
Lee Optical chains. Atty. Gen.| 
Will Wilson sided with the State | 
Board of Optometry in its new} 
rules prohibiting optometry prac- | 
tice where the name on the door 
indicates the office is owned and | 
Staffed by persons not present. | 


} 
! 


The board gave optometrists prac- 
ticing with chain-type operations | 
a year to sever their connections | 
on penalty of losing their licenses. | 
“The optometry board is making | 
a fine effort to raise the profes- 
sional standards of optometrists | 
and give the people of Texas true! 
professional service. We have} 
made a careful study of their pro-| 
posed new rules and conclude | 
that they are constitutional,” Wil- | 
son said 


@ Rep. Bill Kilgarlin, Houston, 

asked for a House investiga- 
tion, and Rep. Bob Eckhardt, 
Houston, asked Atty. Gen. Wilson 
to investigate as a violation of 
anti-trust laws, the plans of the 
Harris County Medical Society to 
“try” a member for using intem- 
perate language in _ criticizing 
leaders of the society on a poli- 
tical matter 


@ A doctor testified in federal 

court in Houston that two 
men suing Phillips Petroleum 
for $426,000 damages had devel- 
oped cataracts in their eyes by 
exposure to radiation. The men 
Say they were exposed after 
opening a defective shipment of 
iridium from Phillips. 


« The American manager of 

Becerra Cattle Co. in Central 
Cuba and five others were ar- 
rested and released. The manager 
said the arrests were caused by 
his tearing down signs saying 
“Help Agrarian Reform” on the 
layout. King Ranch of Texas owns 





one-fourth of the 40,000-acre lay- 
out. The Castro government is 
preparing to take over at least 
part of this land. 


7 Officials of the American Oil 
Refinery, struck since July 1 
by OCAW workers, said the total 


|loss in wages alone to date is 


about $3 million—an average of 
$2,200 per worker. 


@ Neville G. Penrose of Fort 
Worth, founder of the Inter- 
national Good Neighbor Council, 
said at a meeting of the council 
in Mexico City, “If we aspire to 
real freedom and liberty, we must 
recognize human dignity, clearly 
define civil rights, and accept the 
principle of political equality.” 


: The Week in Texas 
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* Three women sued for entry 

into Texas A&M, and their 
lawyer said they will carry the 
case to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Atty. Gen. Wilson has upheld 
A&M in excluding girls. 


a A ten-month-old Negro baby 

girl sleeping on a couch was 
burned to death when fire swept 
through a small four-room frame 
house last Friday before noon in 
Jacksonville, Texas. Three older 
children were rescued by a neigh- 
bor. The 20-year-old mother of the 
four children—separated from her 
husband—had gone to a nearby 
cafe for milk. 


@ Sen. Ralph Yarborough was 

given a distinguished service 
citation for business education by 
the 47th annual convention of the 
National Assn. and Council of 
Business Schools in Chicago. He 
discussed his “Cold War GI Bill 
of Rights” education grant bill. 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


hannel | 


|laid down 


e At the University of Texas, 

the faculty-majority board | 
governing the student newspaper | 
set Nov. 18 for a board vote on 
whether to make the student edi- 
tor appointive instead of elective. 
The Daily Texan editor, Carl 
Howard, is opposed. The Texan 
has stated that the governing 
board is “a private business under 
the control of the University,” 
with the Regents having final au- 
thority. Dr. DeWitt Reddick, head 
of the department of journalism, 
is sponsoring the appointive-edi- 
tor move, stating that voters are 
not judges of professional qualifi- 
cations. 








| 
@ The John Milton Addison in- 

quiry by the House investi- | 
gating committee was thrown into | 
turmoil when some of Addison's | 
income tax returns were lost or | 
stolen. 


@ Rep. John Young said in 

Corpus that “the days of iso- 
lation are past” but “we must not 
let foreign aid weaken us or de- 
stroy our own industry.” ... Rep. 
Jim Wright, Fort Worth, said in 
Washington that strong evidence 
of racketeering and graft has 
been turned up in the interstate 
highway program .... Rep. John 
Dowdy of Athens said in Hunts- 
ville that the members of the US. 
Supreme Court are unfit to serve. 
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| should be necessary to 


| Telephone 


| of regulation might 


until the highest tribunal had 
spoken. A recalcitrant utility, dis- 
satisfied with the weight given 
reproduction cost, could appeal to 
the courts with the hope for more 
favorable consideration. As long 
as fair value was unknown until 
the Supreme Court had _ deter- 
mined it, the companies were en- 
couraged to appeal their cases to 
the court.” 


In this long and complex legal 
history, Erickson concludes, the 
regulatory process broke down. 
Once on the relatively favorable 
grounds of the courts, utilities, 
with their corps of lawyers, could 
achieve results denied them by 
regulatory agencies. 


He devotes some study to the 
arguments of utility lawyers that 
replacement cost, rather than 
original cost, should be used 
Some of his conclusions: 


“The validity of the argument 


| that the use of original cust makes 
| it difficult to 
| favorable terms can scarcely be 


attract capital on 
demonstrated by actual exper- 
ience. Both the telephone and 
electric power industries have 
practically doubled their invest- 
ment in facilities since the war. 


| Such a record can scarcely be 


equalled anywhere. Further, if it 
increasc 


| dividends as prices rise, it is diffi- 


cult to understand the American 
Company's policy of 
paying a fixed dividend over the 


| years.” 


Erickson concluded that some 
of the arguments of utility law- 
yers amounted to asking the con- 
sumer to pay a return upon his 


' own contribution, or in Erickson’'s 


words, “demanding that he pay a 
return on his own investment.” 

His summation: “Had the Su- 
preme Court been willing to fol- 
low the vigorous democratic prin- 
ciple of legislative sovereignty 
in Munn vs. Illinois 
three quarters of a century ago, a 
positive and continuing program 
have been 
evolved. But the courts were un- 
willing to rely upon the polls for 
protection against the abuses of 
the legislatures, and arrogated to 
themselves the role of both triers 
of fact and law.” 

While the regulatory drama is 
played out in the courts, private 
utilities continue to live with the 
threat of ultimate government 
ownership. It is the fear that most 
haunts them and is reflected in 
their unremitting “public rela- 
tions” campaigns. 

(End of series) 








The News from Paris 


AUSTIN 

Saturday morning’s§ mail 
brought a missive in an en- 
velope on the stationery of the 
Paris News, Paris, Texas. In- 
side was a reprint of an edi- 
torial entitled, “Man from 
Texas.” The editorial said in 
part: 

“Lyndon Baines Johnson, 
the senior senator from Texas 
and the Senate majority 
leader, has become one of our 
greatest statesmen .... 

“And The Paris News 
wishes to say in plain words 
that it feels Lyndon Johnson 
should be the next president 
of the United States. We en- 
dorse him here and now for 
the presidency, and urge that 
our readers do the same.” 

Down at the bottom of the 
reprint was this postscript: 
“Editor's Note ... 

“This editorial from Octo- 
ber 28, 1959 issue of the Paris 
News is being mailed to all 
weekly and daily newspapers 
in Texas at the request of 











Senator Lyndon B. Johnson.” 
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Gonzalez Supports 
A Special Session 


AUSTIN 

Sen. Henry Gonzalez, Gov. 
Price Daniel's opponent for 
re-election in 1958, favors a 
called special session on 
higher teachers’ pay and be- 
lieves Daniel’s revenue pro- 
gram would be an acceptable 
way to pay for it. 


Speaking of the Governor, who 
called a special session on segre- 
ation Iegislation in 1957, the San 
Antonio senator told the Observer 
during an Austin visit: 

“He's called ’em for less worthy 
purposes. He called one for segre- 
gation bills, he should call one for 
teachers. I can't think of a wor- 
thier cause. 

“I have confidence the Governor 
will outline a feasible program for 
financing the raise. I have that 
confidence in him. Our leader!” 
said the Senator, laughing about 
the situation. 

What new taxes did he, Gon- 
zalez, favor? “I'm a spender my- 
self—I'm not a taxer. That’s what 
they say about me, | might as 
well accept it,” he said in good 
humor. 

The Russians, according to a 
Christian Science Monitor report 
the senator quoted, have a “pas- 
sion for education,” and “it be- 
hooves us to at least provide the 
minimum,” he said. 


“The onus of the burden has 
been left up to the Governor. In 
all fairness to him—remember, I 
opposed him—he has shown an 
acute sensitivity to the average 
citizen and has very bravely 
fought against the unjust demand 
for a general retail sales tax. If 
he calls a session, he will formu- 
late a program I think we're 
mostly familiar with—and with 
which I agree.” 

Gonzalez, who may be opposed 
in the 1960 campaigns by Rep. R. 
L. Strickland of San Antonio, con- 
demned as “hypocritical” tax pro- 
grams advanced by Reps. Strick- 





land and Frates Scclizson, San 
Antonio 

He said these programs would 
“grind the faces of the poor” but 
that the sponsors “tied them in as 
programs on behalf of education.” 

“Of course,” he said, “it’s un- 
fortunate, but these people have 
power. The Iegislative budget 
board was hand-picked by Lt. 
Gov. Ramsey and Speaker Wag- 
goner Carr—both men so bigoted, 
so narrow minded, and of such 
small vision, their appointees re- 
flect one hundred percent their 
own gencral retrogressive think- 
ing. This has resulted in a’ pau- 
city of guidance and leadership in 
our state. Here are men who have 
yet to formulate even a recom- 
mendation of a fiscal program for 
the state. 

“These men are so little that 
petty personalities rule their de- 
cisions to the detriment of the 








best interests of the state,” he} 
added. 
Ramsey's recent appointments 


to interim legislative committees 
included assignments for all of 
the senators except Sens. Gon-| 
zalez and Andy Rogers, Childress. | 
Some _ senators identified with 
Ramsey's leadership were given 
important multiple assignments. 

Gonzalez stated that he was vis- 
iting Austin to initiate legislative 
drafting on a bill to establish the 
state’s responsibility to care for | 
totally handicapped children. 

He said that the state now has 
no facilities to care for such chil- 
dren and that even in the case of 
retarded children, there is a long 
waiting list for state care. 

He said that four or five cases 
“in a row” have come to his at- 
tention in San Antonio in which 
families too poor to obtain spe- 
cial care for totally handicapped 
children have not been able “to 
do anything” for their normal 
children because of the expense 
and strain of caring for the handi- 
capped. 





ADA Evaluates Texans 


fense Education Act program. On 
accounts, Yarborough was 
recorded two liberal votes and 
Johnson two conservative ones. 

Yarborough was present voting 
“liberal,” while Johnson was ab- 
sent, ADA _ reported, when the 
Senate decided to let expire, in 
1959, the 1958 temporary unem- 
ployment compensation act. 

Both Johnson and Yarborough 
are scored liberal votes by ADA 
on federal aid for economically 
depressed areas, the labor “bill of 


these 


rights” amendment, repealing the | 


tax credit on dividend income, 
economic aid loans to foreign 
countries, reducing funds for eco- 
nomic development loans abroad, 
overriding the first housing veto, 
and funds for college classrooms 
in the federal aid to education 


bill. 
The most liberal Texas con- 
gressman in 1959, ADA's record 


said, was Brooks (7-2); the most 
conservative was Alger (0-9). 
Brooks cast the only vote from 


| Texas against the bill to permit 


states to legislate in any area of 
concurrent jurisdiction not spe- 
cifically preempted by Congress. 


‘Dems Duck Issues’ 


Under the headline, “Ike Holds 
Sway, Dems Duck Issues in First 
Session,” ADA summed up _its 
reasons for concluding that there 
is “little to choose” between the 
records of the two parties, that 
“Democrats pay lip service to the 





Vincent Miller, state teacher’s 

president, and three other 
TSTA big-wigs have sent out a 
letter dated Oct. 26 to all TSTA 
members spelling out the teach- 
er’s special session program and 
asking the teachers to write the 
Governor. Organized letter writ- 
ing campaigns are well under 
way. The TSTA’s newspaper sup- 
porting the special session does 
not refer to tax sources except in 
an editorial reprinted from the 
Beaumont Enterprise, which said, 
“We believe the people of Texas 
ARE ready to pay more taxes” for 
the schools, and another from 
Texas Outlook saying, “Texans 





LBJ’s Pace Discussed 


/ Thruston B. Morton, U.S. sen- 

ator from Kentucky and 
chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, said during a 
Texas swing that Richard Nixon 
is the odds-on favorite of Repub- 
lican leaders. He must remain 
neutral himself, Morton said; 
either Nixon or Nelson Rocke- 
feller could win. In Houston he 
urged precinct organization by 
Texas Republicans. 


Political Intelligence 


A “marine disaster” (so rated 

by the Coast Guard) claimed 
eight lives—seven crewmen and 
one fireman—and caused $6 mil- 
lion in damage, in addition to 
threatening at any time to become 
“another Texas City.”’ The SS 
Amoco Virginia exploded and 
burned at loading docks in the 
Houston ship channel. A 500-man 
disaster force fought the flames 
to keep them from spreading to 
oil tanks nearby. 


V 








P Speculation mounts why Sen. 
Johnson risks “overspeak- 
ing” his presidential campaign in 
Texas with such an early build- 
up. Possible answer: his accep- 
tance of out-of-state invitations an- 
nounced this week. He could be 
figuring he had to do some Texas 
fence-building before starting 
forays into other states. But the 
risk he takes—that the rallies 
having been held, enthusiasm will 
decline—is obvious. 
J Bob Hollingsworth concludes 
in the Dallas Times-Herald 





on the basis of interviews with 
Southerners that Johnson is “the 
Democratic South’s first choice” 
for president. 


/ Gov. Daniel’s speech to the 

Texas Research League, in 
which he repeated his argument 
that if the legislature passed a 
general sales tax, the people would 
thereupon demand an income tax, 
provoked the Dallas Morning 
News into the conclusion: “Gov. 
Daniel surely must know that if 
welfare costs continue, a sales tax 
is inevitable,” and drew this re- 
joinder from the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram: “Certainly the people 
are wise enough about taxes to 
know that a state corporation in- 
come tax ultimately would fall 
upon them in the form of higher 
prices.” Meanwhile, Callan Gra- 
ham—the Texas Good Roads Assn. 
lobbyist — opposed gasoline sales 
tax increases unless for better 
highways. 


Rep. Bo Ramsey, the tax con- 

servative from Beckville, an- 
nounced against Comptroller Rob- 
ert Calvert, who has not said what 
he will do. . . . Capitol rumors in- 
clude several that Gov. Daniel 
may run for the Texas Supreme 
Court or take a federal judge- 
ship; that he will run for re-elec- 
tion; and that he will run for 
lieutenant governor. Dave 
Cheavens wondered in an AP 
story if ex-Gov. Shivers is “plan- 
ning a political comeback.” 


... can still pay more” taxes. 

| / Texas Manufacturing Assn’s. 
“Confidential Newsletter — 
| Not for Publication” points out 
that the 17 Texas votes for Land- 
rum-Griffin in the U.S. House 
were the second largest bloc of 
votes from one state for the tough 
labor bill (New York delivered 
the largest). The newsletter dis- 
tributes a “Check List for Your 
Candidates” testing political atti- 
tudes. 


helped to engineer the defeat of 2 
the 


needs of the present but in- 


willing to move much beyond the | proposal to repeal student 


lines drawn by thei: loyalty oath requirement in- the 
servative numbers,” and that the | National Defense Education Act.” 
question is, “how long Adn ADA also noted ruefully that 
tration intransigence v House liberals carly backed away 
to be answered by from their demand for rules com- 
drift.” mittee Jiberalization upon Riy- 

Quoting Johnsor burn's promise no major leyisha- 
speech, “We have va- | tion would be blocked therein; 
tion to lead Gove but that “As the session ended, 
is hardly moviny at We | the Speaker had succeeded only 
need to forge new t f gov in blasting out the housing bills 
ernment,” ADA said ind aid-to-education languished 

“Measured by this he in rules along with civil rights 


yardstick and a Senate-passed bill to aid de- 


86th ¢ 


comparable 


session of the pressed arcas.” 


a failure. New tool ADA said other liberal meus- 
forthcoming . Its ures—medical care for the aged 
was devoid of [ community facilities bill, highe: 
lishment unemployment compcn sation 


minimum wages of $1.25 an hour, 
migratory workers’ 


Republicans were 


behalf of a balanced buds owe! protections- 


federal spending for “never saw the light of day 
fare, and fighting inflat ADA | Once the Democrats gave ground 
said yn the budget issue, no scrious ef- 


fort was made to bring them to 
the 


ADA‘s Tabulations 


“But the notable suc f the 
Administration was p« 
with the complicity nf th ) 


floor.” 


cratic leadership 

Early in the session, M« Ray- Tabulating the division of Texas 
burn and Johnson f congressmen on ADA's selected 
the strait-jacket offered them by | nine issues on the House side, the 
the Administration Instead of House delegation from Texas fell 
accepting the challenge to meet | into these configurations in 1959 
the country’s needs, the leader-| Admit Hawaii to the Union 
ship ‘made divided government | (passed 323-89), Texas Voted No, 
work’ by the simple expedient of 16-5 

surrendering to the President.| Restrict Authority of TVA to is- 
Among major bills, only housing sue bonds, (defeated 182-231), 
and public works were fit Texas No, 17-3. 

Presidential vetoes; but in the| Bar direct Treasury financing 


for public housing, urban renewal 
(passed 222-201), Texas Yes, 15-6. 
Strike public housing authoriza- 
tion, cut urban renewal (defeated 
189-234), Texas Yes, 11-10 


face of veto threats 
were compromised before passage 
or before the 
exposed to public viev 

“The liberals” shared 


issues ‘ t even 


for susceptibility “to pl not to Foreign aid program (passed 
rock the party boat”; the record | 271-142), Texas No, 13-8 

vindicated Sen. Proxmire’s early Reject “States’ Rights” Anti- 
fight against Johnson’s leadership, | Preemption Bill (motion to de- 


said ADA. “Sen. Johnson's capa- | feat lost, 191-227), Texas No, 20-1 
city for political leadership was | (that is, Texans voted for the bill 
by no means as great as his highly | 20-1). 


vaunted skill as a parliamentary Substitute Tough Labor Bil! for 

tactician.” Reform Measure (passed 229-201), 
Running down the | f issues, | Texas Yes, 17-4. 

ADA zeroed in on Jot n again: | Establish Food Stamp Program 
“Johnson and Dirksen mpro- | (passed 232-127), Texas Yes, 16-3 

mised (the foreign aid 1¢ naj| ADA’s ranking of the House- 


side Texans (liberal votes first. 
votes contrary to liberal policies 


two-year $1.8 billion t 
“Civil rights receivec major 


setback ... When Johnson and/ second, according to ADA): 

Dirksen maneuvered a large bi-| Patman 6-3, Brooks 7-2, Beck- 
partisan majority to prevent ef- worth 6-3, Alger 0-9, Teague 4-4. 
fective action to curb the filibus- | Dowdy 2-7, Thomas 4-4, Thomp- 
ter. Only 28 senators ted for|son 6-3, Thornberry 5-4, Poage 


5-4, Wright 4-4, Ikard 5-4, Young 
3-6, Kilgore 1-8, Rutherford 4-5, 


Sen. Douglas's 
ling a majority of sena to in- 


amend nabd- 














Huy 





voke cloture after 15 days of de-| Burleson 2-7, Rogers 3-6, Mahon 
bate .... 3-6, Kilday 4-4, Fisher 1-7, Casey 
“Majority Leads Johnson | 2-7. 
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Scout, 


way of 


cnn 


place with Fannin, 
Milam, Sam Houston 
champions of freedom. 
service to his chosen 


offered the only mean 
tion between the Tex 
armies and the rema 


morning of April 21, 
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ERASTUS “DEAF SMITH 


In 1821 people did not usually come 
to the untamed Texas Territory for 
their health. But one man did just that 
—— Erastus Smith, from New York by 
Natchez. He wandefted over the 
wild frontier country, learned its topog- 
raphy, made friends with Anglos, Mexi- 
cans and Indians. He grew strong and 
well, but never regained his hearing. 
When Texans began their fight for the g 
i ndence from Mexico, 

a scout and soldier — took his 


destruction of Vince's Bridge, just 
before the battle of San Jacinto. Bridg- 
ing Vince's Bayou, then in flood, it 


When Deaf Smith destroyed it, on the 


Texas Division, United States Brewers 
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Soldier and Hero of San Jacinto 


tively isolated the Mexicans from rein- 
forcements and prevented an orderly 
The fact that it also isolated 
the Texans was of no importance to 
Smith. He and his people would win. 
They were fighting for liberty and the 


ve as they chose. 


retrea 





right 

Today Tex still demand and get 

heir gl choose the way they 

“Deaf” want to live. In this vigorous and 

freed minded homeland — os 

i i ons ad this is why the Unitec 
wie, Travis Belons and ay Os 
eer the other States Brewers Foundation works con 
His best known stant in conjunction with brewers, 


wholesalers and retailers, to assure the 
sale of beer and ale under pleasant, 
orderly conditions. Believing that 
strict law enforcement serves the best 
of Texans, the Foundation 


| 
| 


country was the 


M 


| 


s of communica- interest of ’ = 

an and Mexican stresses close cooperation with ms = 

inder of Texas. Armed Forces, law enforcement an = == 
governing officials in its continuing 1 t 


Self-Regulation program. 


1836, he effec- 
Foundation, 


206 VFW Building, Austin, Texas 
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_ Le those flatter who fear, it is not an American art —]EFFERSON 


V1). Rayburn’ | 





Lhe Wemocratic 


posed to be the 


Party is sup- 


party of liberalism 


More and more, lib- 


nel prrogre Ss 


erals in the Unted States are won 
flermy. “Phe Progressive’ had an 
irticle this month asking Wo Rocke 
feller is ae Re pul blican Roosevelt 


talk 


Kockefelle: 


We have heard wry about 


Pexas Democrats for 


Phe basic problem is the South 


ern oimiluence on the Democratic 
Party on civil rights. Equal rights 
lor Negroes surely will have mor 
miluence on the 1960) campaigns 
than any other single domestic ts 
suc. Furthermore, the persistence 


What , 


Free competition” is a losin 
Stull, we beleve im it. Tow 
that the At 
Wilson, has 


Board of lex 


CAalis¢ 
discouraging to see 
reneral, Will 
led that the State 


ruied al the 
mm Ciptometry 


torney ( 


tithe rs can Tun tie 


chaim-store optometrists out of bus 
ness With rules and regulations pro- 


hibiting everything but the usually 


higher-priced optometrist practicing 
_ | ! 


in ones and twos 


’ 
dione OT 


The glasses which we 


~ 


through 
<¢C¢ the s¢ vords appear on the ty pe - 


writer are “chain-store” glasses 


they work; they have, over a few 
vears, carried eyes from 20-100 to 
20-30; we have been well served 
vhen we have needed repairs and 


replacement 


This the Attorney General would 





t$5tS5Sipplt 
Mississippi 
The judge tells 


The farce of 
sickens the nation 
the members of the grand jury in 
the Mack Parker that 


they must stand up and defend the 


jyustic e 


lynching case 
Mississippi way of life against “any 

including the 
setting in Wash- 


tyranny even 
board of sociology, 

meton, garbed in judicial robes.” So 
the killers of the Negro will go free 
Not as though there 


of school integration; 


were an issue 
this is simply 
a case of a man dead, and killers 
loose. Then the other Hallowe'en 
night some Mississippi white boys 
around and shot up 
killing one or two—whe 
many? They'll get the 
Texans agree 


drove some 
N egre CS, 


notices how 


same “justice.” Surely 
this is the moral sickness of a whole 
state. 

Then why didn’t you do some- 
thing in 1955 when two Texas 
whites went on a joyride one night 
and shot into a Negro cafe and 


killed an innocent Negro boy and 
injured two little Negro girls whe 


were dancing there? Why didn't 
you sav somem ing when they 
brought one of the boys to trial 


Longview and tried him and found 
him guilty and gave him five years 
-suspended? Do you think East 
Texas is any better than Missis- 
sippi? Every Texan must answer 
for Mississippi, East Texas, the 
South, 








of racial exploitation ino the South 


and ats occurrence elsewhere in the 


country are damaging, perhaps ir- 


reparably damaging, .\merican sta- 


tits with oppressed riices ol people 


around the world 

Into this general situation steps 
the Speaker of the Hlouse, Sam Ray- 
burn. Visiting Tattle Rock, he ts 
sked by a reporter about school 


\nd he replies: “[ don't 
I think it would 


mtevration 


discuss integration 


be a very wise idea to let things die 
down.” 

Nero must have thought the same 
thing about the flames of Rome 


ompetition/ 
prohibit. “The optometry board is 


! ’ . 
Making a tine ctlort to ratse the pro- 


fessional standards of optometrists 
and give the people of Texas truc 
protessional service,” he said 


Che board has 


given optometrists 
practicing in stores a year to quit 
or have their licenses revoked 
What about “free competition”? 
Where are the champions of capi- 


talism when comes time for a fight 


for the very virtue—free competi- 
ners better 
What about work- 


ing people who need glasses? 


tion—which gives consu 


woods, 


cheaper? 


ectstons 


There is a serious move atoot to 
let a faculty-majority board appoint 
the editor of The Daily Texan, the 
student newspaper at the Univer- 
| Texas. The Texan has been 
a place where young Texas journal- 


sity 


ists, liberal or conservative, could 
say what they think. Lately, how- 
ever, a censor has been installed. 
Now they want to deprive the edi- 
tor of the extra authority his elec- 
tion by his peers gives him when 
and if the time comes for him to 
challenge the authorities. 

The culture is filling up with peo- 


decisions are made for 
\\ hat does the 
newspaper 


ple whose 
them by 


some group 


freedom of a_ student 


matter? As well to ask what does 
the freedom of a university matter 
What does the freedom to say what 


mu think 


ye free ex- 
pression of student opinion in a col- 
le 


matter? If the 


ege community doesn't matter, 
whi 


it does? 


~ Rllection 


r Shivers, in his much- 
speech i Dallas last 
businessmen 


(,overno 


] 


discussed 
week, advocated that 
ust with organized labor on spe- 


cific issues “rather than encourag- 


ing class warfare for political rea- 
Governor must have 
doing thinking about 
tenure in the Capitol. Per- 
haps, in the seclusion of private life, 
he has had time for reflection on 
the moral implications of his Port 
Arthur story. 


sons.” The 
been lot of 


‘ 
his own 
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9 Million or 9OO 


In his plain-spoken advocacy of the 
people’s interests in Texas affairs, 
Editor Edward M. Pooley of the [1 
Paso Herald-Post continues to defy 
the general valid accusation that the 
big city press are editorial buttresses 
for big business. 

The latest example ot Pooley’s edi- 
torial independence of conservative 
dogma is an editorial, “The Next 
Governor,” in the Herald-Post dated 
Nov. 4. He wrote: 


é“c 


The next governor of Texas 
be a strong man who is on the 
of the people. If there is no candidate 
of that kind in his opinion, Price 
Daniel will run for a third term. He 
will do it reluctantly but he feels that 
he should. 

The next Governor should not be a 
man who bows down to and takes 
orders from the lobbyists as too many 
of our state senators do. 

He should not be one of those who 
says we must have a sales tax. That 
policy is licking the boots of the spe- 
cial interests. 

A good candidate will be for in- 
creasing taxes on natural resources. 
He will not be satished with a 4.6 per 
cent crude oil tax when an Arab and 
a Venezuelan can get 50 or 60 per 
cent. The same firms that pay Vene- 
zuela and Arabia so handsomely 
exploit Texas. 

He will also be for lobby control— 


should 


side 


also 


a law that has meaning and is not a 
farce like the present law. He will 
push a law to make legislators—and 
himself—give the sources of every 


penny of their and their firm’s income, 
including all salaries, commissions, re- 


tainers, and fees. He will write into 
that law stiff punishment for lving, 
one that can clean the liars out of the 
legislature. 

What we need is a candidate who 


will become a governor who looks out 
for 9,000,000 Texans, not one whose 
main interest is 900 corporations. 

A good governor will see that non- 
Texans who use 80 per cent of our 
oil and gas pay the Texas tax on it 


Permission to do business in Texas 
might well be taken awav from the 


out-of-state tax dodgers. 

In order to help the new 
the people of Texas should take a 
look at their legislators. How 
did they vote? Who were they for 
the people or the special interests ? 

Nearly half the House and most of 
the Senate did not represent the peo- 
ple. 


We should remember that and pick 


governor, 


ck se 


men and women who will be the peo- 
ple’s legislators 
Ik] Paso County has three of those 


Miss Maud Isaacks, 
and Malcolm McGregor 

Then there will be no more of this 
business of taxing oil 4.6 per cent and 
cigarets 65 per cent. 


Mauro 


Rosas. 





Ihe and the 


Lion 
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AUSTIN 

When I received the note from 
Ronnie Dugger asking for a column, 
I immediately signed the card and 
sent it off with the notation where he 
asked for the subject: “God knows.” 
At that time, being a writer of sorts, 
the problem of finding a subject didn’t 
really bother me, but in the weeks 
that have followed, I have brought up 
and discarded enough subjects to write 
a year’s series all by myself. 


Finally I reverted to my original 
brush-off-a-subject remark. This de- 
cision resulted no doubt from several 
recent contacts with churches and 
ministers and the plaguesome ques- 
tion which keeps coming up: “How 
can a minister, advocating the prin 
ciples of Christianity, be opposed to 
the labor movement ?” 


lor the past several years we have 
sent out to churches all over Texas 
around Labor Day copies of a “Labor 
Sunday Message” prepared by the Na- 
tional Couneil of Churches of Christ 
for use the Sunday before or after 
Labor Day. The first time we did this 
1 was somewhat taken aback to  re- 
ceive “hate letters” from some minis 
ters. As the years have gone by, | 
have come to expect it. 


§ HASTEN to point out 
that the letters of appreciation for the 
Labor Sunday messages, along with 
orders tor copies to distribute to con 
gregations, outnumber the “hate let 
ters” a hundred to one. This strength 
ens a belief I have always had that, 
by and large, ministers are sympa- 





John McCully 


Notes on the Author 


John McCully, public relations <i- 
rector for the Texas State AFL-CIO, 
is the Observer’s guest columnist this 
week. 

Yankee-born (Urbana, Ill.) Mce- 
Cully was raised in Little Rock and 
graduated in 1931 from what is now 
Central High. He mixed a little study 
at Little Rock Junior College with 
work as truckdriver, salesman, ship- 
ping clerk in the early depression 
days, spent a couple of years in the 
University of Texas, worked in Little 
Rock in political campaigns (Gov. 
Carl Bailey), reported on the San An- 
tonio Light, and worked with Maury 
Maverick, Sr., in his mayoralty cam- 
paign. 

Irom late 1939 until January, 1943. 
he was PR man with the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in College 
Station. He spent most of his three 
Army years studying Japanese, which 
got him a degree from the University 
of Michigan. He was one of the 
storied crew (Ray Holbrook, et al.) 
who took the plunge with Texas 
Week, the Time-style Texas news- 
magazine which took its own plunge 
six months later. Then he was a part- 
ner in Stu Long’s news service. In 
1951 he became public relations <lirec- 
tor for the Texas State Federation of 
Labor and has been with the state 
labor office since then. 


thetic to the problems of working peo- 
ple. This is as it should be. Yet it is 
the few hate-labor ones from whom 
we hear (and there undoubtedly are 
many who don’t write) that bother 
me. 

Jerry Holleman put it into words 
recently in answering one such letter 
we received from a minister. Holle- 
man wrote: “The very basic premise 
of Christianity is the placing of hu- 
man and spiritual values over and 
above property values. It is incon- 
ceivable to me that a true Christian 
could reverse that order.” 

Undoubtedly those who 
themselves true Christians and yet op- 
pose organized labor do not believe 
that the labor movement is really 
beneficial to the human and _ spiritual 
welfare of humanity. They obviously 
have absorbed the propaganda mak- 
ing labor unions out as vultures living 
off dollars taken forcibly from the 
workers. 

It is easy to understand how this 
fallacy has taken hold of many good 
church-goers who perhaps think of 
their religion and the teachings of 
Christ only on Sunday mornings, but 
it is difficult to see how a minister, 
who presumably lives his religion 24 
hours a day, can fail to see that the 
goals of the labor movement fit like a 
hand in a glove the principles of 
Christianity. Both are dedicated to 
helping human beings. Both are based 
on love of fellow men. 

(setting more specific, what are 
some of these mutual goals which the 


consider 





Church and the labor movement 
—or should share? Both are 
cerned with the dignity of man 
both, accordingly, are concerned 
should be concerned, with such pr 
lems as discrimination because of 
creed or economic status, the right 
think and the right to express 
thoughts and beliefs, and the 
rights and freedoms which are 

to the individual human being 

Soth are concerned, or shoul 
concerned, with improving the 
the poor and the downtrodden t! 
such things as minimum wages 
cent and adequate housing, better 
more available educational fa 
more adequate pensions for the 
and the crippled, better medical 

I know that the labor movemer 
such works toward these goal 
though admittedly there are 
uals and groups within labor \ 
hindrances in the way. I kne 
many churches and = church 
likewise are working toward 
same goals, but I can’t say 
certainty that The Church, as a 
and encompassing the great 
of denominations and faiths, 

SO. 

It is at this next point that the 
ers of hate letters and I pat 
pany: I believe that working 
such goals is essential to the 
mentation of the principles 
the Church and of labor—the 
ples of helping human beings ar 
ing one’s fellow man. Not onl 
labor ministers, but many ot 


Neglected Affinities of Church and Labor 


clergy consider such matters out- 
their jurisdiction. The argument 
something like, “We are con 
with the next world, not this 


THERE MAY BE those 

| resent my identification of 
and labor, IT mean no offense 

n no wise do T intend to place 
hor movement in the same cate 
is a rehgion or on a par with 
m. but IT do believe that the 
of the labor movement yo hand 
d with the ideals of the Church 
are traitors to the ideals of 
rch among the avowed prac 
of rehyion, and, just as T do 
int the labor movement con 
“| for the mistaken actions of a 
leaders, 1 do noi condemn the 
for the mistaken actions of a 


nisters. 


that the labor movement be 
not on the basis of «a few 

rs of trust but on the basis of 
on people who are dedicated to 
eals. Just so, | will not judge the 
m the basis of a few violator 


' 


in ideals but on the basis 
demonstrate then 
tanding and love for their fel 


vhether they 


ho daily 


1 regardless ot 
on or non-union, And these, 
God, dwarf in number those 


ose their eves to the need of 
people for the labor move 
Joun MeCunrys 


J. Edgar Hoover at 64 


AUSTIN 

Dear readers, what good is a rash 
youth if you forget all about it? I was 
a spy for the FBI before I could tell 
a communist from an agnostic. Those 
were the days at the University of 
Texas, 1947, when about a _ dozen 
young communists paralyzed the lib- 
eral students with anger (for they 
were cheats and liars as a matter of 
doctrine) and frustration (for they 
turned out for and thus tainted every 
good cause from the United Iund to 
free speech for professors). Arriving 
laden with medals from my conquests 
in high school, a terror at 17, I came 
upon a seething nest of radicals at the 
state university. In the dark one night, 
between a meeting at which I plotted 
to become editor of the student news- 
paper and another at which I agreed 
to become student president at the 
same time (you think you understand 
L.yndon Johnson), I received a mes- 
sage from, or sent a message to, the 
I'BI. Thereafter I attended a few 
very murky meetings at which people 
sat around and sang labor songs and 
expressed chagrin about the State De- 
partment and talked about world 
peace. Knowing nothing about the 
people or their ideas, I dutifully sent 
detailed reports to the FBI (copies 
to a local newsman—copies for my- 
self—oh, I was no fool). A few 
months later, having broken up some 
worthy cause because a communist 
was for it too, | was exposed, and my 
brief play-game as a loyalty detective 
ended—for me, 

I am told that some good people 
were hounded a long time, perhaps 
because of my shrewd reports. | know 
one thing: I didn’t have any trouble 
clearing “secret” in Washington, and 
nobody, but nobody, has ever called 
me a communist. My ambitious ado- 
lescence has had, therefore, to at least 
this one good result: I can tell you 
fearlessly what I think of J. [edgar 
Hoover. 


THEY MADE America’s 
No. 1 Cop an honorary Texan the 
other day. Governor Daniel told him, 
“We all admire your wonderful 
work.” Senator Johnson said, intro- 
ducing Hoover: 

“IT guess he's the strongest anti- 
communist in this country ... His 
voice and his writings have done more 
to influence us than the voice and the 


writings of any single man 
personal example he’s raised the 
ards of American law enforceme! 
the highest in the world.” 

And the senator thanked H 
for coming all the way to Austii 
permit us to look upon one of 
greatest living Americans I kn 

Never one to fall back from p 
just because he’s a civil ser 
Hoover complimented Joh 
“great record” in the Congre 
said “He is as genuine as gol 
just as plain.” 

Then Hoover reviewed a few 
well known ideas—ideas which ay 
to the radical right in America 
which, if carried out, would lea) 
tle place in this nation for the 
ness of sins and the free play of 
ideas. 

“Youthful crime, commonly 
by its cover-up term, juvenile 
quency, is a rising national s« 
he said. Oh, he has no truck wit! 
pathy for “voung hoodlums 
premise in modern criminol 
more false, he said, than the one 
vicious offenders should be s 
from the consequences of the 
on the basis of the fact that 
of tender age.” 

Hoover is willing to accept 
sponsibility of encouraging right 
ness toward the young in troubl 
can have it. 

“Tt is time to end the coddl 
all levels, including the level 
courts,” he said. 

A hired hand of the = exe 
branch, he proposes “ending 
“coddling” of young offenders | 
courts, Does that mean drying uj 
sympathy for the wayward \ 
What about rehabilitation? 
about Christianity ? What about 
ances for environment? What 
spending enough of our collecti 
sources to give impoverished 
sters a better chance than thet 
ents have given them ? 

Where does J. Kdgar Hoove 
off telling judges how much s 
thy they should feel for boys and 
in trouble ? 


THEN he laid into the 
movement in the | 
Everybody knows there 


munist 
States. 


some communists in this country, ar 
everybody wants them watched, Hut 
J. Edgar Hoover is still preaching ¢! 


e ot the radical right that we 
fall down in fear and trem 
Like Clarence Manion over at 
Freedom in Action meeting 
ngly unable to see how the 
States can win. 
quotes an American that “con 
are now ideal for the Com 
Party to assert itself more 
Hoover says this is true | 
ittacks have decreased” on the 
unist Party in America. What 
e mean by that? Have vou no 
any increase in sympathy tor 
nists around your house?’ 
neighborhood? town? IT have 
ther: What he means 1s that 
McCarthy is dead and Ameri 
again respecting the civil 
s of the accused. 
re does Z, I-dgar Hoovet vet 
ivil servant preaching against 
mmunists’ slogan, peacetul co 
e”? Americans whom the peo 
ve honored and revere believe 
co-existence to the extent if 
maintained is the only real al 
ve to a war of racial stncick 
up to the old) MeCarthy 
the use of the tdea that it 
ist favors a program, Its con 


readers, I used that idea 


¥ cood cause, too But 1 was 


bonis Hoover is 64 kk.) 
Fenced Off 
AUSTIX 


Pexas lady has received a letter 
mother, Mrs. Jesse Brucker, 
L visit to Catalina Iskind. Wrote 
Lrucker : 
enjoved our trip to Catalina 
Sunday, although let down about 
ice. Lablways pictured this tshind 
eing something like Miami, with 
vhite sand beaches and tropical 
and parks. We found it to be 
wee oceupied mostly by private 
fenced off—a very small 
ch for the Publie—no park — just 
ne benches for the Public use. Not 
ll what we had expected.” 

If the promoters have their way 
out Padre Island, this is the kind of 
titer Texans may have to write their 
hildren from Corpus Christi or Port 

lL: abel, 

















Gary’s Dialogues 








AUSTIN 

His first year in school my boy 
Gary went to St. Andrews Epis- 
conal. This year he is a second) 
grader at Brykerwood public} 
school. He will be seven in No- 
vember: “Nov-em-ber twelfth,” 
as he says) When I wake up 
carly and go to the apartment out 
back he comes upstairs about 6 
o'clock. We Iect him have “coffee 
milk,’ a cup of milk with some 
coffee and sugar, and this is a| 
ritual; he lugs a cup and a spoon 
and the milk up the stairs. Some- 
times we talk 

One morning: 

Daddy will you write something 
about me in the paper? In the 
next paper? 

Well I don't know what to say 
since nothing's happened 

Well Iect me think. Why don't | 
you say I fell out of the bed, | 
since I fall out of the bed so| 
often”? | 
Do you” 
Oh, yes 
No, that’s not clever enough. | 
No ... Well, why don't you say | 
drank a whole bottle of beer? 
That would be too true 
Hmmm 





ee 


Daddy, do only your friends get | 
the Observer”? 

Oh no, lots of people I don't 
know 

Friends you don't know? 

Yes. 


Daddy what time is it? 

Ten of seven 

Ten of seven” 

Yeah. 

You know what the 
time I ever got up at was? 

No what. 

Four o'clock one Easter. 

Oh yes. 


earliest | 


And six o'clock one Christmas. | know but don’t really know. 


You remember that don’t you? 
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Loo 


| my wife Jean.) 


Yes. 

And then that Easter you and I} 
got up about six o'clock and the | 
Easter bunny stayed in bed 

I remember that 

And I found twelve easter cggs. 
Only there should have been thir- 
teen. Because I saw she had thir- | 
teen in the bowl and I told her to | 
hide all of them, and she didn't. | 

Who? 

Momma 

I thought it was the 
bunny | 

Noooooc00. Momma. You and/| 
momma are the only Easter | 
bunny there is 

Oh 

And she hid the eggs, you | 
know 

Yes. 

And Santa Claus, too. You and | 
momma 
What? 

Santa Claus is you and momma 
knew it all the time, later 
Who told you that? 

No one. I just know it 

How do you know it? 

I just know it 

Hmmm 

How do you type without look- | 
ing? 

I know where the keys are. I've 
been doing it since I was 14. 
how did the 


Easter | 


‘ 


Oh .... Daddy, 
world become?” 
What? 
How did the world become? 
Well... 
Yes? 
How did the world become. | 


| Well, I don’t know. A lot of peo-| 


ple think they may know, and a 
lot think they do know. Maybe) 


| they'll find out some day, maybe 
not. A lot of scientists are work- 
,ing on it. The thing you have to)! 


watch out is people who say they | 


Well, will you tell me some of | 
the stories? 

What stories? 

Some of the stories about it. 

Oh. Well: . 


(Downstairs at breakfast with | 


| 


Gary asked me to put him in | 


| the paper. I typed out a conver- 
| sation we had. 


What did he say? 
Well, that he fell out of bed, for | 
one thing. 


Yes, and that I fell out of a tree | 


one time. 

You didn’t say that. 

Yes I did! 

You didn’t, I was there, I} 
heard him. 


Why don't you put him in the | Yeah 
paper, in the want ads. “Anybody | — 


want a little boy?” 
Aww, Momma. 


(One afternoon a little girl was 


“BOW” WILLIAMS 


Automobile and 
General Insurance 








| One morning, 


visiting Gary. She said she hated 
the man who takes care of the 
city park a block from us.) 

Daddy, Lucy doesn't like the 
man who runs the park! 

Well, that’s all right, she doesn't 
have to like everybody 

But that’s what Jesus came 
down here for, to teach us to love 
all people, didn’t he? 

Yes, that’s right. 

He came down here so we 
would love all the people, and to 
help us be good. Why don't you 
like him, Lucy? 

(Lucy:) I don’t know. 

Don't you like him a teensy- 
weensy bit? 

(Lucy:) I just don’t want him 
to be there 


On May 26, 1959, I wrote down 


| this conversation with him 


Why do they have to get an- 


| gry and have wars? 


Well, because different people 
want different things. 
And different people have dif- 


ferent things? That other people 


want? 
That's right 
Still, they don't have to have a 


| war about it! 


I think that’s right. 


He said once on a camping trip, 
If we sneak real careful maybe 
we can grab a rabbit. 


Out of the blue of breakfast one 
morning last spring he asked, 

Daddy, do all of your friends 
vote for Henry Gonzalez? 

No, son. Are you for 
Gonzalez? 

Yes. 

Are you for Adlai Stevenson? 

No, I'm for Henry Gonzalez. 


Henry 


June 25, 1959, 
about 6 o’clock he came upstairs, 
and it began raining. He came up 
to me in my chair and we put an 
arm around each other. He said, 

You know what? I feel safer 
when the rain comes. 

Safer? Why? 

Because of fires. 

Daddy, you know what, I wish 
I could turn into a blade of grass 
when danger came. 

What are you so worried about 
danger for this morning? 

Oh I just would, I'd like to be 
able to change into anything I 
wanted when danger came. 

I wish we could see God and 


| Jesus, don’t you? 


Yes. 
And so we could talk to them. 


Only God would be so much 
bigger than we are. 
Yeah! 


lion feet tall, don’t you? 

I don’t know. 

I wonder if God wears short 
| pants. (We both laughed.) 

He came-down-to-us-as-a-man 
| but we don’t know, we weren't 


| 
| I bet his legs would be a mil- 





Gary 
A Photograph by Russell Lee 


Would you like to write over, 
an ant? 
(He laughs at himself and takes | 
some paper off to another table to | 


| write numbers.) 
| from a fishing trip he asked, 


(I paused to read something to 
him:) You know Mr. Bedichek 
was a naturalist, that means he 
looked at all the birds and ani- 
mals and plants in nature, and 
knew their names. Another nat- 
uralist, whose name was Olaus 
Murie, had written over his fire- 
place, this: “The wonder of the 
world, the beauty and the power, 
the shapes of things, their colours, 
lights, and shades; these I saw. 
Look ye also while life lasts.” 





(I read this to him again.) 
Did you write that? 
No. You mean the article? 
Um hum. Who did? 
Edgar Kincaid, who's another | 


} 


(I went back to work.) 
Gollee that’s a beautiful 
tence 


scn- 


v 


In the car on the way home 
Daddy, can I go fishing alone 
sometime? 


No, son. 
Well, shouldn't you let 


body do what they want to with 
their own life? 


every- 


I haven't seen you, Daddy 

I know (we embrace from our 
chairs at the dinner table), I've 
been working too much, haven't 
I? 

Um hum. 

I wish you could do some of my 
work. 


I don’t know how. I could if it 














naturalist, lives here in Austin. | was second grade work. R.D. 
Stilwell St 
ing with Communist Browder, 


liberal Propaganda 

Sir: I compliment the staff of | 
this paper on the very fine job 
they are doing. After being ex- 
posed to all of the conservative 
Republican, anti-labor, civil rights 
and other illiberal propaganda | 
that we have to put up with in 
order to get a little news, it is just 
like getting a breath of fresh air. 
Just keep up the good work. 

William P. Richardson, 3529 
Hampshire Blvd., Fort Worth 4. 


A Threat to Democracy 
Sir: I read with interest your | 
account of the F.I.A. meeting held 
recently in Houston (Obs., Oct. 9). 
This information should be in the} 
hands of every good American | 


| and his Oct. 27, 


made from two different photo- 
graphs. 

There was the street scene in 
Port Arthur, taken at 5 a.m., but 
palmed off as one showing de- 
serted streets during business 
hours because of a strike. 

There was the false statement 
of Mr. Nixon that not one penny 
of his Checkers slush fund went 
to his personal living expenses; 
1952, Texarkana 
speech that Truman and Steven- 
son were traitors to the high prin- 


Jes. Sua 


ciples of the Democratic Party. 
and “tolerated 





and defended 


citizen in Texas so that people 


will know what this anti-Democ-| CO™™unists in government.” 


|even born yet. And he was born 


Budget Paymem || in the old days—was it the old 


Plan pao 
Strong Stock Ht “i P 
Companies o thousand years ago. 


Gollee. Mother said 200. 

She meant 2000. 

Oh. 

I wish we had a million dollars, 
don't you? 

Yeah. 


GReenwood 2-0545 


624 LAMAR, AUSTIN 
Let’s Abolish the Poll Tax! 











And then we would have 





P. 0. Box 8098 





Over $133 Million —in’Feres 
Od Industries Lyfe 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


HAROLD E. RILEY 
Vice-President and Director of Agencies 


enough money to buy a motorboat 
and motor, wouldn’t we? 

Oh yeah. 

(There was a pause. He said,) 

Don’t you think you'd better 
go back to your work? 

Yes. 

(Pause.) 

A ant’s on your paper. 

(I squash it off.) 
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racy group stands for. In my 
opinion, many of our citizens take | 
little interest in politics and there- 


fore are generally unaware of | 


this group’s threat to our demo- 
cratic way of life. 

C. R. Johnson, Democratic 
chairman, Galveston County, 12 
Seventh Ave. N., Texas City. 

Sir: This last Observer on FIA 
is a “pistol.” Mrs. Lillian Collier, 
Mumford. 


Parallels 

Sir: It is hard to watch the self- 
righteous attacks on the TV 
rigged quiz shows by the press 
and those in government without 
thinking of the recent monumen- 
tal trickery in politics that has 
gone unpunished and almost un- 





noticed. 
There was the fake picture of 
Democratic Sen. Tydings appear- 


With poor Van Doren dishon- 


| ored and cast out of his job for 


deceit in entertaining, we find 
Sen. Butler rewarded and honored 

. and Mr. Nixon made the fore- 
most candidate for the Republi- 
can nomination for the Presidency 
by his untruthful statements .... 

“What is the truth?” asked Pon- 
tius Pilate. who did not even 
bother to wait for a reply. 

Franklin Jones, Attorney, Mar- 
shall. 


From Dr. Garcia 

Sir: I wish to congratulate you 
on the fine work that you and 
your newspaper, The Texas Ob- 
server, are doing. I believe that 
your issue of October 30 is one of 
the best issues I have seen of any 
newspaper or magazine. 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia, 3024 Mor- 
gan Ave., Corpus Christi. 
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_Carriker Defends 49 Fisher County Farmers 


49 Who Were Blacklisted 


Sir: In an article in your issue 
of October 30 entitled “Braceros 
Banned for 301 Farmers,” you 
listed the names of all those Texas 
farmers who are presently on the 
U. S. Department of Labor “In- 
cligible List’ for the contracting 
of Mexican National farm work- 
ers under Public Law 78. 

This list included the names of 
49 farmers who reside and farm 
in Fisher County, and since this 
number is such a disproportion- 
ate share of the state total, I felt 
that you would appreciate some 
explanation of how this came to 
be. 

First, let me say that I offer no 
criticism for your having pub- 
lished the list. It is a matter of 
public information, and you were 
kind cnough to emphasize that 
the list is based on governmental 
administrative findings only. 





The 49 Fisher County farmers 
were placed on the “Ineligible 
List” in 1956 as a result of a La- 
bor Department determination 
that they had paid less than the 
prevailing wage to Mexican Na- 
tionals in their employ during the 
1955 cotton harvest. These farmers 
had agreed by contract, as do all 
Texas employers of Mexican Na- 
tionals under Public Law 78, to 
pay the workers $1.55 per hun- 
dred pounds of cotton pulled, or 
the prevailing wage for similar 
work in the area, whichever is 
the greater. 

HE 49 FARMERS actually paid 

the workers $1.55 per hundred 
pounds of cotton pulled, and this 
fact was never questioned by the 
Department of Labor; however, 
that department determined in 
some manner at some time during 
the cotton harvest season of 1955 
that the “prevailing wage for sim- 
ilar work in the area” was $1.75 
per hundred pounds of cotton 
pulled, or, as was later discovered, 
20 cents per hundred more than 
the 49 farmers paid. 

For some reason that is still un- 
known to the farmers involved 
(actually there were nearer 200 
than 49 who still remain on the 
list), the results of the “prevail- 
ing wage survey,” which would 
have caused them to pay $1.75 per 
hundred rather than the $1.55 they 
paid and logically assumed to be 
correct, were treated as confiden- 
tial information and were not 
made known to the “bracero” em- 
ployers in Fisher County until 
March of 1956, long after the 
workers had returned to Mexico. 

During March and April of 1956 
these very surprised farmers 
were searched out, one at a time, 
by representatives of the U. S. La- 
bor Department and presented 
with bills for back wages which 
amounted, for all practical pur- 
poses, to 20 cents per hundred 
pounds on their entire 1955 crop. 
This turn of events came as such 
a surprise to all concerned that 
word rapidly spread that confi- 
dence men posing as federal au- 
thorities were working the area, 
and the county sheriff was alerted. 
The persuasion offered in each in- 
stance was facing the “Black List” 
and court action from the federal 
government. Needless to say, 
since 1955 was an extreme drouth 
year, the small return realized by 
these farmers on their 1955 crop 
had long since gone for mortgage 
debt, 1955 operations costs, and 
however far it might reach on the 
grocery bill. Most were already in 
hock at the bank for 1956 opera- 
tions. No amount of “persuasion” 
could squeeze out several hundred 
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dollars in most instances. The ma- 
jority had no choice but to “wait 
and see.” 


OE MORRIS, Roby farmer and 
1955 employer of five Mexican 
Nationals for a _ period of six 
weeks, was served notice to ap- 
pear by a U.S. marshall in July of 
1956, and the people of Fisher 
County made up a pot of a few 
hundred dollars to help Joe de- 
fend himself. This was to be a 
test case for all. Joe successfully 
showed in United States District 
Court in Abilene that he could 
not have kept his contract with- 
out the withheld information, and 
that in fact the “prevailing wage 
for similar work in the area” was 
less than the $1.55 he had paid 
and not $1.75 as alleged by the 
Department of Labor. The court 
upheld Joe Morris, Roby farmer, 
and declared him not liable. 


In regard to Joe’s second allega- 
tion dealing with the actual pre- 
vailing wage in Fisher County in 
1955, I was an employer of local 
and citizen migratory workers 
that season, as were most of my 
neighbors, as well as three-fourths 
of the cotton farmers in Fisher 
County, and it was very common 
knowledge that the going rate was 
$1.50 per hundred pounds and 
downward. Remember that Joe 
had paid his Mexican Nationals 
$1.55. 

Soon after Joe's victory in the 
courts in Abilene, the United 
States attorney general somehow 
found the courage and the money 
to appeal the case to the Seventh 
Circuit Court of Civil Appeals 
(federal) in New Orleans. A’ be- 
sieged but determined Fisher 
County citizenry passed the hat 
on the street corners, at the cross- 
roads, and at all public gatherings 
and came up with $1300 more to 
help Joe Morris in the fight. The 
New Orleans Court reversed the 





aged, deep into another crop, and 
disillusioned with the way jus- 
tice seemed to work, Joe Morris, 
driver of slaves, breaker of con- 
tracts, top man on the “Black 
List,” gave up and paid. Many 
others followed suit and paid too. 
Still, 49 others, strong in the con- 
viction that they were in the 
right, chose to remain on the list 
in spite of the economic discrim- 
ination. 

You published their names. 

Max D. Carriker, Roby, Texas. 

(The writer is a member of the 
Texas House of Representatives. 
—Ed.) 


Body Blow to a Cause 


Sir: When Stuart Long climbed 
on the Lyndon Johnson _band- 
wagon he dealt a body blow to 
the liberal cause in Texas. 


Stu has been a symbol of liber- 
alism in Texas. He has probably 
been as important in keeping the 
liberal spirit alive as any other 
one person in the state. 

Even in the newspaper world 
his influence can hardly be over- 
estimated. For down through the 
years he has dug in and got the 
real story and told it, even when 


he suffered financially because of | 


that. 

I recall that he lost one radio 
news job because of his refusal to 
compromise on facts—and if I re- 
member correctly, Lyndon John- 
son had something to do with that 
firing. 

Stu’s influence among the young 
people of Texas has been tremen- 
dous, particularly young people 
starting out to be newspapermen 
or writers. He has stood as proof 
that a man can write the news 
completely and fairly and_ still 
make a living. 

Now he is actively working for 
Lyndon Johnson. 

It is almost impossible to recon- 





background—and with the back- 
ground of Lyndon Johnson 

Lyndon Johnson stands for al! 
those things which people like 
Stu have fought through 
the years—that is, for contro] of 
our government by and for a 
handful of rich, powerful men 
with Herman Brown at the top of 
the list. 

It is no secret that Ly 
generally considered one 
man Brown’”s “boys’” 
ago—and certainly nothing has 
happened that would indicate 
change. 

Lyndon’s interest in 
ing man is just about as strong a 
his interest in dogs that r 
street. The few concessions he has 
made that give a liberal overtone 
to his general policies are made 
grudgingly and 
alone. 

In fact, the only differer 
tween Lyndon and littl 
Nixon is that Nixon 10re 
amenable to public pressure. All 
too often Lyndon chooses 
ply ride rough shod over 
eral opposition 

And now—now we have 
shining symbol of in 
Texas on the Lyndon bandwagon 

It is a sad thing for the state 

Hart Stilwell, 1819 Ewing 
Houston 4. 


My Vote Is All 


Sir: After some neglect I am 
herewith handing you my check 
in the amount of $4 to pay my 
subscription to your valuable pa- 
per. I congratulate you on the} 
subject matter that you 
on the pages of the Observe! 


down 


ndon was 
of Her- 


some years 


} 


the 


for expedien 


libera 


asser di€ 





I agree with you on men a! 
measures in most cases, and I ap- 
preciate the vigor and the cour- 
age you manifest in the princi- 
ples you advocate. I think you and 


I agree on our senior senator 


| securing 


| urge that 


not a party man. Instead I think 
he plays to the gallery. It is my 
estimate that he has cooperated 
with the Republican President in 
legislation rather than 
contend for such laws as 
would reflect the political princi- 


10 


| ples advocated by the Democratic 


Party 


It is also my estimate that he 
has sought to make the Congress 
popular rather than the Demo- 
cratic Party. You will recall that 
in the campaign of 1956. Sen 
Johnson and one or two other 
senators toured a good part of the 
state of Texas, supposedly work- 
ing for the success of the Demo- 
cratic candidate for president. I 
attended their meeting at Brown- 
wood, and to my surprise and 
great disappointment neither he 
the other two U. S. senators 
advocated the election of a Dem- 
ocratic president. However, they 
strongly urged the election of a 
Democratic Congress. Everybody 
knew that both U.S. scnators and 
all the representatives elected in 
Texas would be Democrats ex- 
cept one. Therefore the only jus- 
or purpose, of the 
speaking tour was to emphasize 
What a great man am I,” and to 
it makes no differencc 
to what party the President be- 
longs just so that the Congress is 
Democratic. 


nor 


tification, 


But since there is a move to 
make him a favorite Texas son 
candidate for the presidency, I am 
willing to go along with that as 
long as he has any chance. 


However, the fact is that I have 
reached that period of life that 
has forced me to retire from ac- 
tive participation in business and 
politics. My vote in the primaries 
and the general election is about 
all the part I will play from here 


on out 





















































lower court’s decision. Discour-| cile his present action with his|LBJ. My estimate is that he is J. C. Griffin, Lampasas 
LEGALS ; Being an action and prayer for| within 90 days after date of its;Monday after the expiration of;hereby above named are defend- 
| judgment in favor of Plaintiff andj issuance, it shall be returned un-| 42 days from the d: issuance | ants, filed in said Court on the 
CITATION BY PUBLICATION | against Defendant for decree of | served hereof: that Sa or before, | 20th day of October, 1959, and the 
THE STATE OF TEXAS divorce dissolving the bonds of WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, 10 o'clock A. M. of Mon day the|nature of which said suit is as 
TO Frank McCord Defendant.}matrimony heretofore and now/|Clerk of the District — Ri 14th day of De ber, 1959, and | follows: 
in the hereinafter styled and num-/| existing between said parties; | Travis County, Texas. answer the n of plaintiff in| BEING an action and prayer for 
oered cause Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment Issued and given under my/Cause Num 5,916 which | judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
You are hereby commanded to} on the part of Defendant towards} hand and the seal of said Court| David R. Whittle is Plaintiff and | against Defendants for title to and 
appear before the 126th District| her of such a nature as to render| at office in the City of Austin,| Mamie T & iefendant,| possession of the following de- 
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Cay after the expiration of 42/ with plaintiff; that plaintiff is the —— judgment in fp fz | Texas, according to the map or 
days from the date of issuance| proper person to be awarded the| CITATION BY PUBLICATION | against Defendant for a decree of| plat of record in Yolume 5, Ba 
rereof; that is to say, at or be-jcare, custody and control of said) THE STATE OF TEXAS divorce diss e d 159, of the Plat Records of Travis 
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the 30th day of November. 1959.) judgment of the Court; Plaintiff| ant, in the hereinafter styled and/existing t ai rties;| Plaintiff alleges that on Sep- 
and answer the petition of plain-| further prays for costs of suit and | numbered cause: | Plaintiff al ‘ eatment | tember 30, 1957, was, and still is, 
tuff in Cause Number 115,745, in| for relief, general and special: You are hereby commanded to/on the part ant toward! the owner in fee simple of the 
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Plaintiff alleges that she and De-| Issued and given under my|Cause Number 115,993, in which|from_ plaintiff's iginal petition | equity: , 
fendant have lived separate and | hand and the seal of said Court at| Don. F. Gilliland is Plaintiff and | on file in th re, and to which All of which more fully appears 
apart without cohabitation for) office in the City of Austin, this| Elizabeth Gilliland is defendant. | reference is | ‘nea Plaintiff's Original Petition 
over seven ‘7) years next before | the 9th day of October, 1959. filed in said Court on the 6th day If this ot served | on file in this office and to which 
the filing of said suit; Plaintiff . MARTIN, JR. of November, 1959, and the nature | within 90 fter date of its! reference is here made for al! in- 
further alleges that no commun- Clerk of the District Courts, | of which said suit is as follows: | issuance returned UN-!/ tents and purposes; 
ity property was accumulated by Travis County, Texas. Being an action and prayer for | served | If this citation is not served 
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ther prays for the restoration of | rH sTaTE OF TEXAS matrimony heretofore and now) Issued an under my} WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
— ee celal Gana tok cae TO Bert E. Sinclair Defendant, ere between said a. — and = Said Court at | Cierk of the District Courts of 
suit in the hereinafter styled and| Plaintiff alleges that defendant) office in the Austin, this|Travis County, Texas. 
ial; lnumbered cause: began a course of unkind, harsh, | the 30th day 1959 Issued and given under my hand 
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on file in this office and to which | COUT o¢ ‘Travis County, Texas, to| this time defendant was guilty of | Travis County, Texas 20th day of October, 1959 
reference is here made for all in-| excesses, cruel treatment and out- By EI GREEI R, Deputy O. T. MARTIN, JR. 


tents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un-| 


served 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, J 
Clerk of the District lg 
Travis County, Texas 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 13th dav of October, 1959 

T. MARTIN, JR 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County. Texas 
GEO. W 


Fil 


By 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Raymond Hendrix Defend- 
ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
rumbered cause 

You are hereby 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of 
ance hereof: that is to say, at or 
before. 10 o'clock A. M. of Mon- 
day the 23rd day of November, 
1959. and armswer the petition of 
plaintiff in Cause Number 114,923 
in which Winnie Hendrix is 
Plaintiff and Raymond Hendrix is 
defendant. filed in said Court on 
the 28th day of July. 1959. and the 
mature of which said suit is as fol- 
ows: 


commanded to 


BICKLER, Deputy 


issu- | 


be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 
» |a onne after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of issuance 
| hereof: that is to say, at or before, 

110 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 
| 30th day of November, 1959, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff in 
|}Cause Number 115,097, in which 
|Rachel Sinclair is Plaintiff and 
Bert E. Sinclair is defendant, filed 
in said Court on the 14 day of 
August, 1959, and the nature of 
|which said suit is as follows: 
Being an action and prayer for 
| judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for decree of 
jdivorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said _ parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such a nature as to render 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that no children were born 
of said union and that the in- 
terests of the parties in and to the 
equity in a house located at 1109 
Southwood Road has been equit- 
ably divided; plaintiff further 
prays for order of court approv- 
ing said property settlement and 
for costs of suit and relief, gen- 
eral and special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made 

If this citation is not 








served 





rages toward plaintiff, making 
their further living together 


in- | 





CITATION BY PUL mac ATION 


Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 








supportable; plaintiff alleges that| THE STATE ( F TEX By A. E. JONES, Deputy 
no children were born of this! TO Roy H iman and Mary | 
marriage and no community prop- Josephine living.| Notice is hereby given that 
erty was acquired; Plaintiff fur-| whose p ace esidence are un-| George W. Foote, doing business 
ther prays for relief, general and known to ff, and if dead,| under the firm names of Twin 
special; the legal represe ss of each|Qaks Fashion Shop Cameron Vil- 
All of which more fully appears | of said name fendants, and the | jage Fashion Shop and Highland 
from Plaintiff's Original petition | unknown h « f each of| Park West Fashion Shop, all in 
on file in this office, and to which | said Defendants legal repre-| Austin, Travis County, Texas, in- 
reference is here made for all in-| sentatives of tt nknown heirs|tends to incorporate such busi- 
tents and purposes; of each of said Defendants,|ness under the name of Twin 
If this citation is not served/if the unkr heirs of said| Oaks Fashion Shop, Inc. 
within 90 days. after date of its;named Def s are dead; the! TWIN OAKS FASHION SHOP 
issuance, it shall be returned un-| unknown he f the unknown | CAMERON VILLAGE FASHION 
served. heirs of said ned Defendants, | SHOP 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., eirs of the un-| HIGHLAND PARK WEST 
Clerk of the District Courts of named De- FASHION SHOP 
Travis County, Texas Ww hose places By George W. Foote 
Issued and given under my inknown to Owner 
hand and the seal of said Court} i parti es weing | 
at office in the City of Austin, | tervenors in 


























this the 6th day of November,| cause, anc fte lled De-|To Whom It May Concern: 
1959 | fendants hereinafter styled Notice is hereby given that Fred 
O. T. MARTIN, JR and numbered caus¢ Woodell, John Robinson, Jr 
Clerk of the District Courts,} You (and h of you) pat Lucian A. Roark, heretofore 
Travis County, Texas | hereby mmanded to appear be-| composing the firm of Sovereign 
By A. E. JONES, Deputy.|fore the 98 trict Court of | Instruments Company, have dis- 
———_———_ Travis County to be held | solved, and that Fred Woodell and 
CITATION BY PUBLICATION | at the courtt aid county |John H. Robinson, Jr. intend to 
THE STATE OF TEXAS in the Cit Austin, Travis|incorporate the business of such 
TO Mamie T. Whittle Defend-| County, Te before 10| firm without change of firm name 
ant, in the hereinafter styled andj o'clock A. M first Monday | after the expiration of thirty days 
numbered cause: after the of 42 days|from this date, the Ist day of Oc- 
You are hereby commanded to/from the dat ssuance hereof; | tober, 1959 
appear before the 126th District| that is to say r before, 10 SOVEREIGN INSTRUMENTS 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to| o'clock A. M. of day the 7th OMPANY 
be held at the courthouse of said| day of Decembe 59, and an-| By: Fred Woodell 
county in the City of Austin,|swer the petition plaintiff in John H. Robinson, Jr 
Travis County, Texas, at or be-| Cause Number 5.821, in which L. A. Roark 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first'!L. C. Purne tiff and the' Partners 














The Successful Crusade for Sand Dunes State Park 


MONAHANS 
hundred thousand 


The 
Texas people who run, ride, 


and roll, walk, picnic, and 
camp every year among the 
pure blown sand dunes of 
Monahans State Park, hun- 
dreds of miles from any des- 
ert, can thank Roy Bedichek, 
Conrad Dunagan, and Bill 
Lee for their right to do so. 

In Adventures with a Texas 
Naturalist, published in 1947, Bed- 
ichek wrolk 


‘l faced the sun that afternoon 


for another two hundred miles 
ond still had enough energy left 
to make cump on my own powell 
none the sand dunes near Mona- 
hans. I left the highway, follow- 
ny an old road which led me to 
the = sit of some  wildeatter’s 


dream ind  disillustonment a 


cloeared-out pace among the 


dunes littered with oil drilling de- 


I found myself in the midst of 


rest of oak and 


mesquit dune is crowned 
vow N nN ten to twenty- 
u nehes loaded = with 
worns. Interspersed among the 


oaks and towering 


above them is 

scrub mesquite. heavy with clus- 

ters of long yellowish beans 
hanging nearly to the ground 

‘I venture the statement, with- 


out research, that in no other for- 


ested section, the Amazon Valley 


not excepted to be found 
higher fruit to 


wood than in this Lilliputian jun- 


is there 


proportion of 


gle in the northern 
Ward County 


sidered, it is as 


portion of 
Vegetatively con- 
much a natural 


Abilene city 
passed its ordinance against “dirty 


council 


books.” Only speaker in opposi- 
tion was a bookstore owner, who 
asked, “It is very hard to draw a| 


line and classify; where can you | 


stop” “It will be a question of 
fact,” replied the city attorney 
A woman asked during the de- 


bate, “Does personal freedom in- 
clude the freedom to corrupt our} 
youth?” The ordinance makes it] 
a $200 violation to sell ob- | 
scene p whose dominant 
theme inter- 


“any 
iblication 
appeals to prurient 
or portraying of nu- 
. indecent exposure of person 
clothed model 
or models, posed in sexually sug- 
posture form of 
perversion The Cen- 
Baptist Church of Jackson- 
ville asked the city council to set 
up a 
The Love is |} 
My a show “de-| 
signed to emphasize illicit Sex re- 


est, depicting 
dity 
nude or partially 
gestive or any 
sexual 


| 
tral 


film censorship committee 
church singled out 


Profession” as 


lations The chairman of the 
Houston Federated Past Presi-| 

ree | 
dents’ Club protested a quote in| 


the Houston 


taking 


Post “regarding the! 
f God's name in vain” by | 
Gen. Sam Houston at San Jacinto 
‘People of refinement wer e| 
shocked 
of response the Post “begs their 
forgiveness but insists that! 
“Houston was Houston.’ 
sy The Baptist General Conven- 
tion ousted the board of the | 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home at | 
Round Rock because — charged | 
ousted member Louis M Henna— | 
the children of high school age 
there had been permitted to go to 
a dance of the public schools 
Condemning “prejudiced ideas,” 
Henna, who gave 112 acres of land 
for the home, said the youths “told 
us they believed they were old} 
enough to decide whether to go to 
a school dance, since they were 
old enough (18) to get married 
with the blessings of the denom- 
ination.” 
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finally | s, 


| 
| present that Sunday, 


Unitarian-Universalist merger 
(“Jesus Ousted by Churches in 
| Merging’), said, “In reaching out 


| truly 


she said. In a note} ° 


| service “on an impulse” which re- 


Desert 
Yellow- 


This hummocky expanse of 


the Painted 


wonder-areas of 


curiosity as 
or the 
Shear 

stunted 


growths, or an ample 


sumple of it, should be reserved 


and protected as a state or na- 


tional park 





Texas Campgrounds- VII 





intelligent 
Shivers 
Neighbor 
is still a 


Dunagan ts a highly 
Governor 
the Good 


of which he 


conservative 
appointed to 
Commission 


member 


Coca-Cola 


Monahans, 


Proprictor of — the 
Bottling 
lives a civilized life with mu- 
He plays the guitar 


ind sings folk songs with the hap- 


Co. in Duna- 
gan 


sic and books 


and 


piness vitality of a person 
open to the opportunity of life 
He cats and drinks with gusto, 


values and encourages the culture 
of his own place in the 
and to Colorado 

and to 
for fun and diplomacy. He 
handsome His 
many 


world, 
for folk 
Mexico 


travels 
song conferences 


has a 


family economics 


would not readers 


of a liberal journal but his friend- 


please 
ship would 


Adventures with 
He 
dunes just outside 
his town—he had never thought 
to do so, though he had heard 
them 
whelmed by their value as a nat- 
ural wonder, he set about to con- 
serve them as a state park. 
Already we have an improbable 
sequence of 
head cliches 


read 
a Texas Naturalist. 
the 


Dunagan 
went to 


see sand 


about vaguely—and over- 


events, if anti-egg- 


obtain: an intellec-| 


Religion and Mores 


Dr. W. R. White, president of | 
Baylor, said in Houston that | 
he and Mrs. White spent a week 
in Russia and attended the First} 
Baptist Church of Leningrad, the| 
only Baptist Church in that city 
“There were some _ 600 people | 
You 


youngsters 


them know, 
Russia doesn't 
under 19 to 


10uS 


were past 20 
permit 
participate 
activity.” he 
The Rev. Brandoch Love'y 
First Unitarian Church of 
Austin, responding to a headline} 
in the Austin American about the 


in relig-| 
said 


for the truth wherever it may be 
found, the Unitarians and Univer- 
salists have given honor to the re- 
ligious insights of Jesus 
than by slavishly binding 


$ The Way of Life 


more 

















the spirit of men to the dogmatics 
of a single religious tradition 
which composes less than a third 
of the world’s people.” 

Abilene Christian College, a 
Church of Christ-connected 
college, will benefit by $375,000 
through probate of two wills, the | 


| college president announced 


a In Dallas, police charged Carl | 

Ramsey Morran, pastor of) 
the First Pentecostal Church of | 
Irving, with setting fire to his | 
church. A deputy fire marshal | 
said Rev. Morran admitted setting 
two fires after a Sunday evening 


sulted in $1,600 damage. 

ke A Hollywood dentist, Henry 
' Barsha, has writen a novel, 
Corsicana, teeing published this 
month. He blasted the Corsicana 
Chamber of Commerce for with- 


drawing support of the novel 
when, he said, “a club woman 
thought the language ‘risque’.” 


Early Texas farmers, said Barsha 
indignantly, “were real men who 





‘refused to give up his lease. 


but most of} W 


| year-old boarded a bus and took | 


| pistol 


| campaigning), 


tual, writing in a book, has stirred | 
a businessman into a constructive 
public crusade. But even this mir- 


acle was to become manifold 


the 
Foundation 
Sealy of Maz- 
noha. A had leased the 
land for 15 cents an acre. Nobody 
wanted a park—not the oil com- 


HE DUNES belonged to 
Sealy-Smith 
John 
rancher 


founded by 


puny, not the rancher, not the city, | 
net the county, not the state—no- 


body 


“The oil 
sell,” Dunagan says 


company refused to 
“The rancher 
The 
State 
The 


The 


no moncy 


county had no moncy 
Parks Board had 
city was in debt.” 


The parks board—acting, per- 
haps, on the doctrine then pre- 
vailing in the state government} 


that kind 
socialism, and any kind of social- 


any of state action Is 
ism pernicious—nay-said the park 
any circumstances. “They 
said they didnt have enough! 
money and wouldn't take it if we 


under 


gave it to 'em,” said Lee 
Those 
cees espouse “go-get-'emism” may 


who snicker when Jay- 


be called upon to reconsider en- 
thusiasm, because Dunagan, 
stead of falling back before this 
solid chorus of discouragement, 
concluded, “We just had a lot of 
selling to do.” 


in- 


This is where Bill Lee came in 
He runs an insurance agency in 
the city. He, too, is a conservative, | 
though they say he didn't used to 
be. He, too, loves life and has a 
handsome family; their house has 
paintings their daughter has done 





| With a 


j} to the public happiness 


Dunagan and Lee made a movie 
of the dunes with a home camera 
dedication 
turians of the liberal ethos know, 


few humani- 


they visited every civic club with- 
in fifty miles of Monahans, show- 
ing the film, preaching conserva- 
tion, 
the 


and specifically preaching 


dedication of the sand dunes 
No doubt 


they also remarked upon the like- 


lihood that merchandising would 
pick up in their area 
Somehow these two men—Dun- 


aygan mainly, Lee says—persuaded 
the Monahans 
ought to buy the land and give it 
to the state for a park 
The Sealy Foundation 
a little. Although 
land for 50 cents 


people of they 


relented 
the 
for tax 
Dunagan the 
offered to sell half a 
section, 320 acres, for $35 an acre 


rendering 
an acre 
purposes, 
Foundation 


says, 


and to lease the rest of a large 
tract where the dunes occur for 
the rancher'’s lease money, 15 


cents an acre a year 


The State Parks Board began to 








give in a little, too. The problem 
became the financing. Dunagan | 


and Lee had to persuade four pre- | 
cinct governments to agree to a} 


bond issue. They did this by allo- 
cating $85,000 of $250,000 in bond 
money to swimming pools for the 
precincts and the rest to the state 
park. The issue passed. 

The state owns the section and 
has a 99-year lease on the rest of 
an area four miles by two miles 
An egghead and two businessmen 
—mainly Bill Dunagan, the gui- 
tar-playing Coke bottler—had set 
aside for posterity one of the 
state’s real natural wonders 


} 


HE ENTRANCE to Sand Hills| 


State Park is addressed by 
the bright, modern Sand Hills 


| Park art museum, which, on plain 


kept their wives busy with plenty 
of children . . . didn’t give them 
time to join clubs and tell people | 


what to read.” “Seems to me that | 
Texas manpower is watered) 
stock,” he said 


In Houston an _ 18-year-old | 
Negro boy was given life in a 
case in which, after he and a 16-| 


| $3.70 from the driver, the driver 


| 
} 
was shot and killed. The 18-year- | 
old said the younger boy fired the | 
Said the 18-year-old, Wil- 
liam Pangley, “Maybe death 
would be better. I've been having 
it tough all my life.” 


= Woodrow Shippey, 47, who 
admitted embezzling $4,-| 
736.58 from the Longview Na- | 


tional Bank, was given sentences | ~ 


of two years and fines of $1,000 | 
each on 15 counts of embezzle- | 
ment, all the sentences were sus- | 
pended, and he was put on proba- | 
tion for three years. 
<> The Houston Post reported | 
' that a Sheffield Steel em- | 
ployee said in answer to a ques- | 
tion whether any of Sheffield’s | 
employees drive foreign cars, 
(against which Sheffield Steel is | 
“They had better | 
not. One man bought one. He was | 
given 48 hours to get rid of it.” | 

In San Antonio a man was, 

fined $200 for adultery. Inves- | 
tigating, colmunist Paul Thompson | 
of the San Antonio News obtained 
the explanation: the man had con- | 
fessed “in a kind of frenzy of 
breast-beating zeal.” The lady in- | 
volved could confess if she liked, | 
said police; “otherwise, she’s safe.” | 
sv In Rosenberg a German-born | 

man was stopped by a high- 
way patrolman. Frightened, he 
crawled under the car and wrap- 
ped his arms around the axle. The 
patrolman said he had to pull him 
out by force. The man said the pa- 
trolman slugged him with a flash- 
light and stomped him. In a trial 
for DWI the man was acquitted; 
the patrolman was cleared of 
beating him. 





cement columns, rides its low sil- 
houette above the whistling, pil- 
ing-up sands. The existence of a 
Place to exhibit, say Dunagan 
and Lee, has stimulated painting 
among housewives and_ truck 
drivers and other plain people in 
and around Monahans. The place 





is well laid out, and if the exhibits | 
would not make the grade in New | 


York or Dallas, they serve the 
exciting regional purpose. 
On a clear day from a walkway 


| ramp outside the museum you can 


see E] Capitan in the Davis Moun- 


pretty soon they'll have a nature | 


| 
| 
| 
; 


| tains. Dunagan and Lee said that | 


| 


trail leading off from the museum | 
| over the dunes he saved for all 


with the desert plants marked. 


A side road winds past various | 


clearings among the dunes where 


campers can stay if they want to 
in their teeth with- 
out the compensations of the Gulf 
of Mexico 

The central park area is “done 
in Old West style, with a cafe 
and “bar” you can pet root beer) 


tolerate sand 


up” 


R. G. Lawson, the manager, has 
laid out a burial plot marked by 
a wood sign carved: “Here lies 
the Diamondback, Dan McCann, 
Shot dealing 1895 by the Sand- 
storm Kid. He drank he swore, he 
rambled, he rustled, he lied, he 
argued, he boasted, he challenged, 
he drawed, he missed, he died 


Buried where he fell. RIEL” Law- 
son, who is higher than six and a 
half feet, 
plain good humor 


earries off this corn in 


Stretching 
the 
As 
explained 


for fourteen 
the 
Evans 


beyond 
northwest 
Leologist Glen 
their 
receded, 
vouged depression 


miles to are 
dunes 
has 


there, glaciers 


presence 
leaving a 
filled 
sand 
lake 


which 
with water. Winds dropped 
into the water, filling the 
The sand kept the water from 
the kept the 
sand trom drifting on. The water 
is just underneath the sand, out 
of sight. The sand hills of Mona- 
hans are really a sand lake 

Because Conrad Dunagan is the 
patron, the creator, of the park, 
he has certain prerogatives. He 
designed a special light jeep for 
riding over the dunes at high 
speeds without turning over. Or- 
dinary people pay 50 cents for a 
ride out across the dunes and 
back, but we were with Dunagan 
and he has a right there 


evaporating: water 


He packed us into the open- 
ribbed contraption and we set out 
—not along the customary route— 
but wild, anywhere, speeding 
across the open violent sand. The 
girl in the front seat gripped a 
rib and was very quiet; she had 
ridden with him before and knew 
he was in his element. Those 
dunes get 80 feet high and only 
one of them stalled us out; we 
backed into the hollow and 
choomed off in another direction. 
When you come racing to the 
crest and lurch front-first over 
the wind-sharpened edge about 
sixty degrees downward and the 
back wheels leave the sand for a 
moment you are ready to roll. 
And we could feel something of 
the pent-up happiness and sadness 
in this strange, singing West 
Texas businessman as he roller- 
coastered with knowing abandon 


the people and wili therefore be 
his till he dies. R.D. 








cash of as a guaranteed income. 








NOW! life insurance protection for 
your family during vital years... 


Then all premiums 
returned £/.: dividends 


Yes 2. this is now possible through modern life insurance 
planning with the SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
one of North America’s leading life companies. The new Sun Life 
Security Fund “insurance or money-back” plan enables you to provide 
life insurance protection for your family until you are 65 with a guar- 
antee that, if you live to 65, all the money you paid will be refunded 
to you in full... plus accumulated dividends. 


On. . othe proceeds at age 65 can be (a) used to provide an annuity; (b) left 
on deposit with a guaranteed rate of interest; (c) used to purchase a paid-up 
policy for the original sum assured, with a balance which can be taken in 


Coll the Sun Life representative in your district for more information about the 
Sun Life ‘‘“money-back"’ plan, or mail this coupon today. 


SUN LIFE OF CANADA 


MARTIN ELFANT 
201 Century Building Houston, Texas 


CA 4-0686 
Without obligation, | would like more details of the new Sun Life Security Fund plan. 
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